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CHAPTER 9 
LIST OF PREPARERS 

 
This document was prepared by FHWA, TxDOT, and GPA, with assistance from HNTB Corporation. 
 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION (FHWA) 
 
Mr. Mike Leary, P.E. 
Director of Planning and 
Program Development 
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 32 years experience, including 7 years 
with the TxDOT and 26 years with FHWA in design, construction, 
research, transportation planning, and environment. 
 

Mr. Donald Davis, P.E. 
District Engineer for District B 
(South) 
 

Serves as District Engineer for District B. 

Mr. Justin Ham, P.E. 
Area Engineer 

Serves as Area Engineer for Texas Division. 

 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) – HOUSTON DISTRICT 
 
Ms. Susan Theiss 
Environmental Supervisor 
 

B.A. in Government with 20 years of NEPA experience. 
 
 

Dr. Stanley W. Cooper 
Environmental Coordinator 
 

B.S. and M.S. in Biology and a Ph.D. in Zoology specializing in Animal 
Behavior and Ecology.  Eleven years of experience in NEPA, wetland 
delineation, permitting, and noise analysis. 
 

Mr. Lance Olenius 
Environmental Coordinator 

B.S. in Environmental Biology, specializing in Environmental Biology 
and Ecology, with 10 years experience in NEPA studies, wetland 
delineation, and permitting. 
 

 

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) – BEAUMONT DISTRICT 
 
Mr. Phillip Lujan, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 
Planning and Development 
 

B.S. in Engineering, with 24 years experience in preliminary 
engineering, design, and construction. 
 

Ms. Jackie Anderson, P.E. 
Advanced Planning Engineer 
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 15 years experience in route studies, 
preliminary engineering, schematic design, public involvement and 
coordination of NEPA documents for transportation projects. 
 

Mr. Steven Stafford, P.E. 
Transportation Planning 
Engineer 
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 24 years experience in transportation 
design and planning. 
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) – ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 
 

Ms. Dianna F. Noble, P.E. 
Director 
 

Serves as Director of the Environmental Affairs Division. 

Ms. Jenise Walton 
Project Manager 
 

Serves as Project Manager in the Environmental Affairs Division. 

Ms. Melissa Neeley 
Project Manager 

Serves as the Houston District Project Manager in the Environmental 
Affairs Division. 

 

GRAND PARKWAY ASSOCIATION (GPA) 
 
Mr. David W. Gornet, P.E. 
Executive Director 

M.E. in Civil Engineering with 19 years experience in route studies, 
traffic analysis, preliminary engineering, and NEPA coordination. 
 

 
HNTB CORPORATION 
Ms. Deborah C. Taylor, CEP 
Vice President 
Deputy Project Manager 
 

B.S. in Geology with 24 years managing preparation and coordination of 
NEPA documents for transportation projects. 
 

Mr. James R. Lowe 
Environmental Planner 
Project Coordinator 

B.S. in Environmental Science with 13 years experience conducting 
environmental studies including five years experience preparing NEPA 
documents for transportation related projects. 
 

Mr. Martin Gonzalez IV, P.E. 
Sr. Project Manager  
Project Manager  
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 19 years experience in transportation 
design and planning including route studies, feasibility studies, 
schematics, and several projects including concurrent NEPA 
documentation. 
 

Ms. Susan Patterson 
Sr. Environmental Planner 
Manager, Environmental 
Planning 

B.S. in Environmental Science with 11 years experience in NEPA 
document preparation, wetland delineation and permitting, hazardous 
materials assessments, and natural resource surveys. 
 

  
Ms. Karen E. Coopersmith    
Sr. Environmental Planner 

M.S. in Environmental Biology with 12 years experience in 
environmental assessment and hazardous materials regulation, 
including 6 years experience in NEPA documentation and field studies, 
primarily in wetland delineations, air quality analysis, and hazardous 
material, wildlife, and habitat field investigations.  

 
Ms. Jennifer Halstead 
Texas Environmental Planning 
Director 

B.S. in Geography, M.S. in Environmental Science with 14 years 
experience and expertise with transportation-related NEPA document 
preparation and quality review, public involvement and resource agency 
coordination. 
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Ms. Courtney H. Filer, AICP 
Environmental Planner 
 

Masters in Regional and Community Planning (MRCP) with 7 years of 
planning experience including NEPA document preparation, community 
impact assessment, indirect and cumulative impacts assessment, and 
evaluation of socio-economic impacts related to tolling. 
 

Ms. Julie Morse 
Manager, Environmental 
Planning 

B.S. in Biology, M.S. in Environmental Biology with 12 years experience 
in transportation environmental planning, NEPA document preparation 
and review, quality assurance and control, and project management, 
plus experience providing environmental services for eight segments of 
the Grand Parkway project. 
 

Ms. Sally S. Victor  
Sr. Historian   

B.A. in American Studies, M.S. in Community and Regional Planning 
with 28 years of experience in historic preservation planning including 
transportation routing studies, environmental documentation, archival 
research, historic property surveys (research designs, reconnaissance 
surveys, and intensive surveys), preparation of NRHP and Texas 
Historical Marker nominations. 
 

Ms. C. Lynn Smith 
Architectural Historian 
                  

Master of Architecture, Historic Preservation Certificate with 12 years 
experience in Section 106 and NEPA coordination, preservation, 
architectural history, planning, and architecture. 
 
 

Mr. Danny Allen  
Sr. Wildlife Biologist       

M.S. in Wildlife Biology with 15 years experience in anthropogenic 
impacts on wildlife, habitat and ecosystems, threatened and endangered 
species, NEPA requirements and documentation, and evaluation of 
wildlife habitat. 
 

Ms. Mandy Roper 
Environmental Planning 
Assistant   

B.S. in Psychology with 6 years administrative experience.  Two years 
experience preparing and coordinating NEPA documents. 
 
 

Ms. Heather Standley 
Sr. GIS Analyst 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with Environmental option. Nine years 
experience in geodatabases and maps using ESRI ArcGIS.  
 

Mr. Grayson Bannister 
GIS Analyst I 

B.S. in Geographic Information Science with experience in 
geodatabases and maps using ESRI ArcGIS.  
 

 
 
THE LENTZ GROUP 
 
Ms. Ruth Henshall 
Chief Operating Officer 

Bachelor of Business Administration with 30 years of experience in 
communications associated with infrastructure projects, including 15 
year specializing in public involvement. 
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WILBUR SMITH ASSOCIATES 
 
Mr. Butch Babineaux, P.E. 
Vice President 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with over 21 years experience in corridor 
feasibility studies, urban and regional transportation plans, 
environmental planning, comprehensive traffic engineering studies, and 
preliminary engineering. 
 

Mr. P. Kwesi Okyere, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 
Engineering & Planning 
 

M.E. in Civil Engineering with 8 years experience in traffic operational 
analyses, comprehensive traffic engineering studies, traffic modeling, 
corridor studies, and benefit-cost analysis. 
 

Mr. Ashish G. Loney     
Sr. Transportation Planner 
             

M.S. in Transportation Planning with 9 years experience in 
transportation planning studies, major corridor feasibility studies, travel 
demand forecasting, traffic signal timing optimization, traffic operations 
analyses, and traffic impact studies. 
 

Mr. Peter Ogonowski 
Sr. Economist 

Masters Degree in Economics with over 8 years of industry experience 
including economic development/impacts, economic/financial feasibility, 
benefit-cost, and macroeconomic analyses of various 
infrastructure/transportation projects. 
 

Mr. Robert W. Ball, M.H.P., 
R.P.A. 
Cultural Resources Coordinator 
 

Masters in Historic Preservation and Registered Professional 
Archeologist with 14 years experience as an archeologist and 
architectural historian throughout Kentucky and in Tennessee, West 
Virginia, Michigan, Illinois, Mississippi and South Carolina documenting 
hundreds of structures and working on a full range of archeological 
sites. 
 

Mr. Howard Beverly, R.P.A. 
Sr. Historic Archeologist 

M.A. in Anthropology with over 14 years experience in archeology.  He 
has worked in Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, West Virginia, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and Michigan on a variety of projects.   
 

Mr. David McBride, R.P.A. 
Sr. Archeologist  

M.A. in Anthropology with over 21 years experience as a professional 
archaeologist.  Wide range of experience in Kentucky and eastern U.S. 
archeology having conducted investigations in Kentucky, Michigan, 
West Virginia, Tennessee, Virginia, Delaware, Louisiana, South 
Carolina, New Mexico and Alaska.    
 

Ms. Janis C. Burall 
Regional Coordinator of GIS 
Services 

B.F.A. in Advertising Art with Minors in Technical Communications and 
Computer Science, plus 19 years of mapping and GIS support of 
transportation planning disciplines. 
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Mr. John R. Wisdom, GISP 
Sr. GIS Analyst 

M.S., B.A. in Geography with 21 years of experience in applying GIS to 
planning, environmental, and transportation projects, as well as 
experience in GIS application programming, including the development 
of the Corridor Analysis Tool (CAT). 
 

Mr. Michael Belvin 
Sr. Environmental Planner  

Seventeen years experience in transportation planning and project 
development, environmental documentation, and field investigation and 
analysis. 

 
COBB FENDLEY AND ASSOCIATES 
 
Mr. Floyd D. Scurry, P.E. 
Transportation Manager 

M.S. in Civil Engineering with 20 years experience on various 
transportation projects consisting of schematic design, feasibility 
studies, geometric design, traffic studies, capacity analysis of 
intersection and freeway corridors, cost estimation, hydraulic design,  
and construction project management. 
 

Mr. Robert G. Nagel, P.E. 
Subsurface Utility 
Engineering/Construction 
Management Manager 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 24 years experience in construction 
management, subsurface utility engineering, geometric design, and 
hydraulics, and cost estimating. 
 

 
MICHAEL BAKER JR., INC. 
 
Mr. Robb H. Fishman 
Manager, Environmental 
Services 
 

B.A. in Geology and Geography with 21 years experience in NEPA 
studies. 

 
PBS&J 
 
Mr. Jerry Ramos, P.E. 
Vice President 
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 20 years of experience in a broad range of 
civil design and environmental services for reconstruction and new 
construction of roadways throughout Texas. 
 

 
HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL 
 
Mr. Chris van Slyke 
Program Manager Travel 
Forecasting/GIS 

Over 18 years of general transportation planning with a focus in travel 
demand modeling and graphic information systems. 
 

 
USACE 
 
Mr. John Machol 
Project Manager 

Serves as a Project Manager with the USACE. 

 




