


l Texas Department of Transportation

DEWITT C. GREER STATE HIGHWAY BLDG. » 125 £, 11TH STREET » AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483 » (512) 463-8585

Mz - 10 Lonn

wegtien 10404 Luities Code of Cease. e »w and Commient (Peimit #5275)
otate Highway (SH) 99 (Segment F1) Roadw :y Project (CSJ: 3510-06-002,
Houston District; Harris County

Dr. James E. Bruseth

Department of Antiquities Protection
Texas Historical Commission

P.O. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Dr. Bruseth:

The proposed project will be undertaken with Federal funding. In accordance with Seciion 106 and the
First Amended Programmatic Agreement among the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the
Texas State Historical Preservation Officer (TSHPO), the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A), and
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Antiquities Code of Texas and the Memorandum
of Understanding between the Texas Historical Commission (THC) and TxDOT, this letter continues
consultation for the proposed undertaking,

The proposed project would construct the State Highway (SH) 99 outer loop; between Interstate Highway
US Highway (US) 290 and State Highway (SH) 249, in Harris County. The proposed roadway would be
a four-lane, controlled-access toll road with intermittent frontage roads located within a 400-foot (ft} wide
right-of-way (ROW). The proposed project includes bridges over drainages and grade separations at
various intersections. The proposed project is approximately 12.0 miles in length. Approximately 582
acres of new right-of-way (ROW) would be acquired; all work would remain within the proposed 400-rt
wide corridor. The area of potential effect is defined as the project length, the proposed ROW and any
existing ROW that may be utilized, and the depth of construction impacts, no more than 75-ft in depth.
This additional consultation is the result of a reevaluation of the proposed project for a proposed design
change for 2 grade separation at the future West Road between Longenbaugh Road and the future
Tuckerton Road and inadvertent discrepancies with previously surveyed areas within the APE and
attempting to rectify these discrepancies before the proposed ROW that was denied right-of-entry (ROE)
is acquired and will soon need an archeological survey as well.

PBS&J, a consultant for the Houston District, conducted a background review and an intensive survey
under Permit #5275 for the proposed project. No previously recorded archeological historic properties
were identified within the APE of this proposed szgraent, except for Site 41HR 1006, a deteriorating
historic-age house site. The Geologic Atlas of Texas, Houston Sheet (Bureau of Economic Geology:
1982) indicates that the proposed project APE 1s within an area mapped as Pleistocene Lissie and
Beaumont Formations and Holocene Alluvium. The Lissie and Beaumont surfaces have negligible
potential to contain artifacts dating from demonstrated, culturally relevant periods. The Soil Survey of
Harris County, Texas (USDA-SCS: 1976) indicates that the proposed project APE is within an area
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mapped as the Wockley-Gessner soil association and the Segno-Hockley soil association. The Wockley-
Gessner soils and Segno-Hockley soils have the best potential for pimple mounds an.’ alluvium that might
contain prelistoric archecisgical materials.

The Houston Potential Archeological Liability Map (PALM) indicates the proposed project crosses the
following PALM map units. PALM Unit #4, recommended no archeological survey needed. PALM Unit
#2a recommiended surface survey of intact pimple mounds only. PALM Unit #2 recommended an
archeological surface survey only. PALM Unit #1 recommended an intensive archeological survey with
mechanical trenching if deep impacts are anticipated; however, ROE was denied for the only area within
the APE that was mapped as Unit #1.

PBS&J surveyed approximately 159.33 acres during this survey. A total of 90 shovel-tests were
excavated during the pedestrian survey. No cultural resources were encountered during the survey.
PBS&J recommends that no further archeological work is needed within the portion of the APE that has
had the inventory completed. However, it should be noted the proposed grade separation at the future
Mason Road is located in an area that was not surveyed due to lack of ROE.

Please find attached for your review and comments the PBS&J draft report; An Cultural Survey of the
Preferred Alignment for Segment F1 of the Grand Parkway Project, Harris County, Texas. TxDOT

- recommends that the report is satisfactory and acceptable; minor comments have already been submitted
to PBS&J. PBS&J has already responded to TXxDOT’s comments and are making the appropriate changes
for the final report. TxDOT requests your concurrence that; 1) the areas surveyed by this 2009 survey are
complete and do not warrant any additional archeological investigation and 2) the remainder of the
proposed project APE that has been denied ROE, including the proposed Mason Road grade separation,
still warrants archeological work to complete the inventory. TxDOT further recommends that the
remainder of the archeological inventory be deferred to allow NEPA processing and property acquisition
to proceed; once the property has been acquired, TxDOT shali be obligated to complete the inventory. If
you have no objections to the above request and recommendation, and have no comments on this report
and find it acceptable, please sign below to indicate your concurrence and stamp the draft cover as
acceptable.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. If you have any questions or further need of assistance,
please contact Allen Bettis of the TXDOT Archeological Studies Program at (512) 416-2747.

Allen C. Bettis Jr.
Archeological Studies Program
Environmental Affairs Division

cc w/o attachments: Dale Norton — PBS&J - Houston
Susan Theiss — Houston District APD
ACB DGN PA File
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Concurrence: Date:
for F. Lawerence Oaks, State Historic Preservation Officer
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