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MR. COOPER: On behalf of the Texas
Department of Transportation and the G and Par kway
Association, | would |ike to wel cone each one of you here
tonight to this public hearing for the Segment C of the
Grand Parkway. Segrment C of the Grand Par kway extends
fromUS. 59 in Fort Bend County to State Hi ghway 288 in
Brazoria County.

My nane is Dr. Stanley Cooper. |I'mwth the
Houston district of the Texas Departnent of
Transportation. This is also known as TxDOT. TxDOT has
the responsibility of planning, designing, construction
and mai nt enance of state highways in Texas. It is our
responsibility under a variety of federal |aws, including
t he National Environmental Policy Act to prepare an
Envi ronnental |npact Statenent, commonly referred to as an
ElS, to exami ne the need for a project and the inpacts of
any transportation inprovenents.

The EI'S nmust address a variety of
alternatives to neet the transportation -- transportation
needs of this area. Tonight we will be presenting the
findings of the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, or
DEI'S, for Segnent C of the Grand Parkway. The preparation
of the DEIS is the responsibility of TxDOT and the Federa
H ghway Admi nistration. The DEIS being presented tonight

does not include the selection of a preferred alternative.
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It exami nes the environmental consequences of severa
alternatives, including the no-build alternative. A
preferred alternative will be sel ected once coments from
the public and fromresource agencies are received and
consi der ed.

The purpose for tonight's public hearing is
to present the findings of the DEIS and nore inportantly
to seek public comrents on the proposed action and work
performed to date. Although approval of the DEIS by the
Federal H ghway Admi nistration cleared the way for
tonight's nmeeting, it in no way represents a fina
approval of Segnent C or a proposed route. Al coments
received tonight, as well as witten coments, postnarked
by July 13th, 2000, will be included in the officia
public hearing record and will be addressed in the Final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, or FEIS.

The DEI'S was circulated to nunerous state
and federal resource agencies on May 1, 2000. It has also
been nade available to the public through placenent at
TXDOT' s Houston district office, public libraries within
the study area and the Grand Parkway Association office.
Conments to the DEI'S nust al so be postnmarked by July 13th,
2000.

This public hearing is being held pursuant

to federal rules and regul ations inplenenting the Nationa
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Envi ronnmental Policy Act of 1969 and governing the

devel opnent of Environnental |npact Statenents for
transportation i nprovenents. This public hearing is being
recorded by a certified court reporter. This is one of
two | ocations for public hearings for Segment C of the
Grand Parkway tonight. This same presentation is being
made now in Brazoria County.

Bef ore we begin our technical presentations,
I'd like to make a few announcenments. First, | want to
thank all of you for being here tonight to participate in
this public hearing. W appreciate your interest and we
wel cone you -- your comments later on this evening. W'd
also like to thank the Dickinson El enentary School for
all owing us to be here tonight.

Now, | trust you noticed the registration
table out front as you canme in. |If you have not already
done so, please register out at the table. This allows us
to keep track of participation in the public hearings and
it gives you an opportunity to be added to the nail -out
list for the newsletters.

You will have an opportunity to nake
comments tonight. Your comrents are wel come with respect
to any aspect of the project, including but not limted to
the project's purpose and need, the project alternatives,

the criteria for screening alternatives, the project's
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envi ronnent al and physical constraints. You can nmake your

comments in two different ways, either orally or witten.

To make oral comments, you need to have
conpl eted a speaker registration card -- unfortunately, |
don't have one. They're small 2-by-3 cards that were

handed out at the registration table. If you don't have
any of those cards, if you could raise your hands, we'l]l
try to have soneone bring sonme in and give themto you, if
you would like to speak. Does anyone at this point want a

speaker registration card?

We have a court reporter here tonight to
make a record of your oral comrents that will go into our
public hearing record. The fornat for nmaking ora

comments is sinple. W will call on those of you who have
conpl eted the speaker request cards in the order in which
the cards were received. You will nake your coments at
the mcrophone |located in the center aisle. W ask that

you limt your comments to three mnutes so that everyone

has a chance to speak. A tiner will be used to tinme --
limt each speaker to three m nutes. Also, please do not
repeat comments that other commenters have al ready given.

That will help us to nove al ong and gi ve everyone a chance
to speak.

We request that you limt your coments both
for and against to issues related to Segnent C of the
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Grand Parkway. W will not respond to your conments
during the meeting. The purpose of this neeting is to
recei ve your input, your conments on issues that should be

addressed in the Environmental |nmpact Statenent. Each of

your coments will be addressed or answered in the Fina
Envi ronnental |npact Statenent. If you would like to
conment but do not wish to present oral comments tonight

or if you wish to conment in nore detail, you nay submt a
written comment. Witten comments will be considered
equally with oral conments. There are conment forms

provided at the table in the back. You can conplete these
forms and | eave themin the box at the back or you can

mail themto us and the address is on the form |[If you

want to mail in your coments, the conments nust be mail ed
in by July 13th. W also have the address avail abl e at
the registration table.

At this time | would like to recognize some
of the nenbers of the comunity who are here tonight in
their official capacities. W have Council person Lee Hedt
of the City of Needville. |If you could, raise your hand
or stand up so we can recogni ze you, there.

We have Council person Harriett Karnei from
the City of Needville. W have Council person Caro
Grubles fromthe town of Thonpsons. W have Dai sy

Mtchell who is a representative of our new representative
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Dora Adivo. Right here.

Ji m Hem ngway, who is the president of the
Wat er br ook Homeowners' Association. W have the new
County Conmi ssi oner Tom St avi noha.

We have Freddi e Newsone, Jr., the mayor of
Thonpsons; and Ji m Gonzal es a conmi ssioner fromthe city
of Richnond. Back in the back.

Are there any other public officials that we
did not get on this list?

Ckay. Thank you.

| also want to introduce the people sitting
up at the front here with ne tonight. These individuals
are part of the study teamresponsible for preparing the
DEI'S for Segment C of the Grand Par kway Association. From
the Grand Parkway Association we have David Gornet on the
end. Wth Brown & Gay Engi neers, we have Chris Cotter;
and wi th PBS&J, we have Kristie Denton.

I'd like to briefly explain the agenda for
tonight's nmeeting. First David Gornet fromthe G and
Par kway Association will provide an overview of the G and
Par kway Associ ation, history of the project and the
purpose and need for the project. Next, Chris Cotter of
Brown & Gay Engineers will describe the various
alternatives that have been studied. Next Kristie Denton

of PBS&) will provide an overvi ew of the environnental
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consequences of each of the representative alternatives.
Next, | will provide an overview of TxDOT's ri ght-of - way
acquisition and rel ocation policies. After these
presentations we'll take a 15-m ni nrum break so you may
view the displays |located at the back and al ong the sides
and it'll give you a chance to ask nore questions of the
i ndi vidual s on the study team

Also, if you would Iike to fill out the
speaker request forns, cards, they are available at the
registration table and you can fill themout then and turn
themin.

I"mnow going to turn the presentation over
to David Gornet with the Grand Parkway Association. David
wi Il provide an overview of the G and Parkway Association,
the history of the project and the purpose and need for
t he project.

MR, GORNET: Thank you, Stan.

One note about the cards, they may have run

out of those cards; and she will be starting a list out at
the registration table. So, if you will -- if you wish to
make public comments, please cone -- cone see her out here
at the registration period -- during the break period and

signh up to speak.
Again, nmy name is David Gornet. |I'mwth

the Grand Parkway Association. | will present a quick
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overview of the project. First of all, the G and Parkway
Association is a transportation corporation charged with
locating -- working with |local governnents, |andowners and
TXDOT to build a third outer |oop around Houston. The
Grand Parkway Associ ation acconplishes this through
partnershi ps with TxDOT and | ocal governments. |In the
case of Segment C through Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties,
TxDOT, Fort Bend County and Brazoria County -- adjust this
alittle bit here -- are funding the engi neering, design
and environmental studies that Grand Parkway Association
oversees. TxDOT will be responsible for the construction

and mai nt enance of the hi ghway.

The Grand Parkway is also known as State
Hi ghway 99. It will forman approximtely 170-nile
circunferential route around the Houston netropolitan

area. It will provide access to the radial freeways and
it will serve as a third |l oop at a distance of
approxinmately 20 to 30 mles fromthe downtown Houston

area sinmlar to Beltway 8 or State Hi ghway 610 -- sorry --
Interstate H ghway 610

The Grand Parkway is proposed to be
constructed as a | andscaped and control | ed-access par kway
that will typically not have frontage road. Frontage
roads will be constructed only where they are necessary to

provi de access at interchanges or where they are required
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to continue providing access to adjacent properties. For
pl anni ng and desi gn purposes, the Grand Par kway has been
divided into nine segnents. These segnents have been
identified as Segments A through I. We're here tonight to
di scuss Segment C which traverses fromU. S. 59 south to
State Hi ghway 288 in Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties.

The Congress of the United States has
determ ned that it is acceptable to study the G and
Par kway on a segnent-by-segnment basis. The Departnent of
Transportation Appropriations Bill adopted in July of 1993
specifically instructed the Federal H ghway Admi nistration
to prepare Environmental |nmpact Statenents for the G and
Par kway on a segment-by-segnent basis. Each segnent of
the Grand Parkway that is to be studied nust have
i ndependent utility, that is each segment nust constitute
a conplete and independently justifiable project w thout
reliance on another segnent to nake a usabl e piece of
freeway.

Duri ng devel opment of the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent for Segment C, the purpose
and need of Segnent C has been docunmented. Segment C s
pur pose and need has two conponents. The first component
of the purpose and need is for Segnment C to inprove
mobility and to relieve | ocal congestion, which has

resulted from high popul ation growth, increased
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12

resi dential devel opment and increased commercia

devel opnent wi thin and adjacent to the study area. Also
this facility is needed to relieve regi onal congestion
whi ch has resulted fromincreasing regional devel oprment
associ ated with strong Houston, Texas and U.S. econom es
t hr oughout the 1990s.

The second component of the purpose and need
for Segnment Cis to provide additional capacity for
hurricane evacuation for the southern portion of Houston
prior to and during a hurricane. Current State H ghway
288 serves as the mmin hurricane evacuation route for
Brazoria County. Simlarly Interstate 45 and State
H ghway 6 serve as the nain highway evacuation routes for
Gal veston County. The evacuation adequacy of these routes
has been questioned because they lead traffic into

congest ed Houston mnetropolitan area.

That concludes my brief portion of the
presentation. |'mnow going to turn the presentation over
to Chris Cotter with Brown & Gay Engi neers and he will

di scuss the alternatives considered for Segnent C

MR. COITER: Thank you, David.

Qur study teamalong with the G and Par kway
Associ ation, TxDOT and the Federal H ghway Adm nistration
has been preparing the DEIS that we're presenting to you

here toni ght ever since our |ast public workshop held in
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Cct ober of 1998. At that public workshop we presented an
overvi ew of constraints in the study area and a | arge
group of alternative corridors. Since that workshop

we' ve been performng environnental field investigations
within the alternative corridors.

As a result of these investigations, we have
elimnated many of the corridors from consideration due to
various inpacts. What renmins today is a group of eight
representative alternatives which we will be presenting

toni ght and are described in detail in the DElIS.

Bef ore di scussion of the eight
representative alternative corridors, | want to reviewthe
study process we have followed that resulted in the eight

representative alternatives which remain for
consideration. The study is being perforned in three

phases. At this point in tine, we are near the end of

Phase Il. Phase | included an eval uati on and screeni ng of
all alternatives. Phase Il included a nore detailed
eval uation and screening of a smaller group of

alternatives. Phase Il will include a detailed
eval uation of the preferred alternative

In early 1998 we began to study Segnent C.
Several public neetings have been held for Segnent C since
that time. On March 5th of '98 a meeting was held with

transportati on agencies and counties to talk about the
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need for this facility. Also on that same day, March 5th,
1998, another neeting was held with resource agencies to
di scuss inpacts to Brazos Bend State Park and potentia
mtigation alternatives.

On April 25th, 1998, an open house was held
for everyone, although environnental interest groups were
specifically invited. On April 27th, 1998, an open house
was held for all citizens where all citizens were invited.
On August 20th, 1998, a public scoping neeting for Segnent
C was held which included a presentation of the project
study area, the study process and constraints within the
study area. And then finally on October 27th, 1998, a
public workshop for Segnent C was held that included
exhibits that showed all alternative corridors devel oped
by the study team

A key element of this process has been the
criteria used in evaluating and elimnating alternatives.
Al alternatives have been eval uated based upon criteria
stipul ated by NEPA, National Environment Policy Act, and
in | STEA, the Internodal Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act. These include natural environment, human
environnent, mobility, investment, engineering and other
criteria identified during the study process.

Initially, per the requirenents of NEPA, the

study team considered a | arge range of node alternatives
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to neet the purpose and need for the facility. As you
recall, David mentioned that the purpose of the proposed
facility is regional congestion relief, |ocal congestion
relief and hurricane evacuation capacity. Several node
alternatives listed on this slide were considered and

el i mi nat ed because they did not adequately neet the

pur pose of the project.

First of all, transportation system
management, or TSM alternatives are those actions which
maxi m ze the efficiency of the present roadway system
Two examples of TSM alternatives are park-and-ride lots

and traffic signal coordination.

Anot her alternative that was elim nated
were -- was traffic demand managenment, or TDM neasures.
TDM neasures consi st of behavioral changes to conmuters

travel habits which result in fewer vehicles during the
peak hours on the roadway. These neasures, such as car
pooling and tel econmuting, are beneficial but do not
conpletely meet the purpose of this proposed facility.
Q her alternatives which were elimnated
because they did not fully nmeet the purpose for this
proposed facility include HOV |l anes, rail transit, bus
transit, bicycle paths, bicycle | anes, pedestrian
facilities, added capacity to existing roadways and new

arterial roadways.
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The correct node alternative for a
transportation facility in the study area is a new
| ocation controll ed-access highway. This type of facility
wi Il best satisfy the purpose and need of the project and
that is congestion relief, increased |ocal and regi ona
nmobility and increased capacity for hurricane evacuation
needs.

The study area is shown on this slide. Key
features of the study area are the George Ranch, Lake
Wort hi ngt on, Thonpsons O | Field, Brazos Bend State Park
t he Texas Departnent of Criminal Justice Darrington Unit.
At the beginning of Phase I, a study teamidentified al
known constraints fromrecorded data bases and through
site visits via public rights-of-way. All the constraints
are shown on the large exhibits in the back of the room

Duri ng Phase | the study team devel oped
alternatives based upon input fromthe | ocal officials and
the public. The alternatives shown here -- the
alternatives shown here are shown in nore detail again on
the exhibits in the back of the room The study team
reduced this group of alternatives to a group of
reasonabl e alternatives by elimnating several based upon
i mpacts quantified during Phase |

Segnment B2, highlighted here in blue, was

el i mi nat ed because of inpacts to forested wetl ands and
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prairie vegetative communities. Segnent El was elim nated
because of inpacts to the historic community of Crabb
Segnent F1 and two connecting segnents were elinnated
because of inpacts to the potential historic structures on
t he George Ranch and because of its close proximty to the
George Ranch Historical Park.

Segment A7 was elim nated because of inpacts
to forested and non-forested wetl ands, Thonmpsons QO
Fiel d, floodplains and nonconformty with [ocal planning.
Segnment ML was el im nated because of inpacts to
Schl unmberger's Perforating and Testing Center. Segnent B8
and its connecting segnents to State H ghway 288 were
el i m nat ed because of inpacts to the dark skies south of
George Observatory at Brazos Bend State Park, inmpacts to
the historic plantations in the vicinity of China Gove
and Bonney, and inpacts to comercial and residentia

properties along F.M 1462 and in the vicinity of

Roshar on.

The result was a group of alternatives that
the study teamterned as reason -- reasonabl e
alternatives. These were the alternatives to be studied

in greater detail in Phase II. During Phase Il the study
t eam perforned nondestructive environnental fielding
i nvestigations within the reasonable alternative corridors

to better identify and quantify the environnenta
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consequences of each of the reasonable alternatives. As

t he study team began to document the environment al
consequences of each of these reasonable alternatives in
the DEI'S, TxDOT's environnmental affairs division in Austin
asked the study teamto reevaluate and screen the group of
reasonabl e alternatives to a smaller group of alternatives
for discussion in the DElS.

In the screening of these reasonable
alternatives, the study team found three inpacts that
resulted in the elimnation of additional alternatives.
Segrment D1, highlighted here in blue, was elimnated due
to rapid devel opnment in the northern portion of the study
area. The new devel opnent, which occurred after selection
of the reasonable alternatives, included 29 single-famly,
site-built homes that would be inpacted by Segnent DI1.
Thi s devel opment was platted after the study comenced in
'98. Some of these 29 hones exist today and sonme are
currently under construction

Segrment A4 and two connecting segnents were
el i mi nat ed because of inpacts to the George Ranch Hi storic
Park. The George Ranch Historic Park overl ooks Snithers
Lake. Segnent A4 woul d obstruct the view shed to the east
of the park on to the | ake.

Segnments G3, 4, Hl and J2 were elimnated

because of inpacts to a bald eagle's nest. The nost
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significant discovery of the field investigations during
Phase Il was the bald eagle's nest. The bald eagle is
currently a federally listed threatened species. Their
nests are protected by primary and secondary managemnent
zones. The zones can restrict certain types of activity
within their vicinity. These zones caused the elinination
of the three southern routes.

The elimnation of these three alternatives
left only one alternative in the mddle portion of the
study area. |In order to maintain a southern alternative
t hrough the middl e portion of the study area, the study
team created a new segnent, Segment T1 which stayed an
acceptabl e distance away fromthe eagle's nest. Also the
elimnation of Segments D1 and A4 left only one
alternative in the northern portion of the study area.
Simlarly, the study team devel oped a new segnment, Segnent
S1, to provide for a second alternative in the northern
portion of the study area.

The second screening process that |'ve
described to you resulted in eight renmining
representative alternatives, eight remaining
representative alternatives. The eight shown on this
slide are the eight that are shown on the exhibits in the
back of the roomin yell ow

Thi s screening process was approved by
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TxDOT's environnental affairs division and the Federa
Hi ghway Adm nistration in August of 1999. These eight

representative alternatives remain and they are descri bed

in detail, along with the no-build alternative, in the
DEI S.

Thi s concludes my portion of the
presentation. |'mnow going to turn the presentation over
to Kristie Denton of our study team Kristie will discuss

t he environnental consequences of the eight remaining
representative alternatives.

MS. DENTON: Actually, first 1'd like to
make a small correction to something Chris mentioned
earlier. An open house that was held for everyone,
al t hough the environnental interest groups were
specifically invited, | think he said that that occurred
on April 25th. It occurred on April 22nd.

I would now like to focus on the
environnental issues associated with this project. As
mentioned earlier, the National Environnental Policy Act,
or NEPA, places a great deal of inportance on public
participation. Your presence here tonight is essential to
t he NEPA process and we appreciate your interest and
i nvol venent. The Final Environnental |npact Statenent
wi || document and respond to all of your comments, al ong

with those of the various agencies involved. |f changes
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to the project design or alternatives are determ ned
necessary, as a result of the public's invol verent and
DEI' S revi ew processes, those changes will be addressed in
the Final Environnental |npact Statemnent.

| would like to draw your attention to the
exhi bits and handouts that we have in the room here
toni ght and encourage each of you to take a good | ook at
themand get famliar with the information that's
di splayed. This -- this slide is a table from Section 4
of the DEIS that quantitatively summarizes the key inpacts
for each alternative. This chart, along with copies of
the DEI'S, are on display and available for reviewin the
back of the room

Rat her than repeating these quantified
i npacts for each alternative now, | would like to give you
a brief overview of sonme of the main environnental issues.

VWi | e devel opi ng and screening alternatives, environnmental

i npacts were either avoided or mninmzed to the nmaxi num
extent practicable. Inpacts were nmeasured within a 300-
to 400-foot wide right-of-way footprint for each

representative alternative using secondary data sources as
wel | as extensive field research

There are two nmj or ecol ogi cal issues that
warrant explicit mention. The first is forested wetl and

i npacts and the second is protected speci es.
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The representative alternatives that have
been carried through Phase Il require a decision as to
whet her preferred alternatives will inpact forested
wet | ands i n Col unbia Bottom and forest in the Rabbs
Bayou-Big Creek corridor. None of the representative
alternatives conpletely avoids inmpacts to forested
wet | ands. However, each representative alternative

al i gnment was nmoved around within the thousand-f oot

corridor during Phase | in order to mnimze wetland
i npacts, the resulting representative alternative inpacts
between 25.3 and 67.2 acres of wetlands. Unavoid --

unavoi dabl e inpacts to wetlands will be specifically
addressed in the final EIS pending a selection of a
preferred alternative and the devel opment of a
conpensatory wetland mitigation plan

Al so, a determ nation must be made as to
whet her the preferred alternative, when chosen, would
encroach on the managenent zones of the bald eagl e nest
| ocated north of the Brazos Bend State Park. Four of the
representative alternatives include a segnent that
potentially encroaches upon the management zones for an
exi sting bald eagle's nest. Since the managenment zones
are a recommendation by the U S. Fish & Wlidlife Service
in their Bald Eagl e Managenent GCuidelines, the study team

has initiated coordination with the U S. Fish & Wldlife
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Service and is currently nonitoring the status of the nest
and its success. The occurrence of the nest is
conplicated by the fact that Brazos Bend State Park is

| ocated to the south. Study team biol ogi sts have been
nonitoring the nest and the bald eagle's feeding habits
for the past eight nonths.

These conflicts may be resolved by the
proposed delisting of the bald eagle. The bald eagle is
schedul ed to be delisted as threatened species in July of
this year. Although all regulatory protection will not
cease upon delisting, the delisting may allow t he study
teamto reconsider alternatives that were elimnated
because of their proximty to the nest. Specifically, we
will consider alternatives that include Segment G3 in the
Fi nal Environnental |npact Statenent.

O her environmental issues that were
researched and considered in the DEl S includes socia
i ssues, vegetative conmunities, relocations, air quality,
noi se, floodplains, historic and archeol ogi cal resources
and hazardous material s.

Agai n, you can find all of these inpacts
quantified in the handouts or the DEIS. The constraints
that | have just discussed are sonme of the nore
significant environnental consequences of the alternatives

that are being considered. Al environnental consequences
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are decide -- described in the DEIS.

I f you know of any other environnental
i ssues that should be further addressed, please |let us
know t hrough your verbal or witten comments. The Fina
Envi ronnental |npact Statenent will docunent and respond
to all of your comments along with those of the various

agenci es invol ved.

That concludes nmy portion of the
presentation. |'mnow going to turn it back over to Stan
Cooper with TxDOT. He will be discussing TxDOT" s

ri ght-of -way acquisition and relocation policies.

MR. COOPER: Thank you, Kristie.

At this time | would like to present TxDOT's
policies on right-of-way acquisition and rel ocation
assistance. Both the United States and Texas
Constitutions provide that no private | and may be taken
for public purposes w thout adequate compensati on being
paid therefor. The TxDOT Ri ght-of-way Acquisition and
Rel ocati on Assistance Programw ||l be conducted in
accordance with the Uniform Rel ocati on Assi stance and Rea
Property Acquisition Policy Act of 1970, as anended.

Rel ocation resources are available to al
resi dential, business relocatees without discrimnation
Thus, all |andowners from whom property is needed for

hi ghway purposes are entitled to be paid for that
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property. |In that regard, TxDOT contracts with
i ndependent fee appraisers who inspect the individua
parcel s of |and needed for highway purposes and they
prepare reports for the property to arrive at the anount
of just conpensation to be paid.

Just compensation is based upon the fair
mar ket value of the land. Sinply stated, this is the
amount a willing seller would expect froma wlling buyer,
nei t her being under any conpul sion to buy or sell. And
bot h havi ng reasonabl e knowl edge of relevant facts.

After the appraisal is conpleted, each
property owner will be personally contacted by a
representative from  TxDOT's right-of-way section and given
a copy of the appraisal of their property. That
i ndividual will go over, in detail, the steps involved in
acquiring property for highway purposes. These steps
i ncl ude an opportunity to nake a one-tine counter-offer to
TxDOT. Under the laws of emi nent donmmin, if the property
owners feel that they are not being justly conpensated,
they have the right to pursue a hearing by three specia
conmmi ssioners. And if still not satisfied, the amount
will be determ ned by a six-person jury.

Cccasional ly, TxDOT receives or solicits
donati ons of private |land for highway purposes. However,

whet her or not such land is ultinately donated is based
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upon the free and voluntary act of the individual property
owner and only after the property owner has been inforned
of the right to receive just conpensation for their
property.

Detailed information regardi ng right-of -way
acqui sition procedures can be obtained fromthe TxDOT
right-of-way acquisition representative. Booklets
entitled The State Ri ght-of-way Purchase are al so
avai l abl e for your information which provides genera
i nfornmati on on acqui sition procedures. W have severa
copi es of these booklets available this evening there at
the tabl e back in the back corner

The devel opnent of hi ghways or other public
transportati on services needed to serve and i nprove our
way of life require that -- the use of land. This, in
turn, neans that sone persons may be required to nove to
anot her location. TxDOT is aware of the cost and
i nconveni ence associated with having to nove froma hone,
busi ness, or a farm |In order to assist those who are
required to nmove, TxDOT provi des paynent and services to
aid in noverment to a new | ocation through its Rel ocation

Assi st ance Program

It is TxDOT policy on residential relocation
that no person will be displaced due to right-of -way
acquisition until safe and sanitary replacenent housing is
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available in the area. The avail abl e housi ng nust al so be
open to persons regardl ess of race, color, religion or
nationality and be within the financial means of the
person displaced. Relocation assistance is available to
all individuals, famlies, businesses, farms and nonprofit
organi zati ons displaced as a result of the state hi ghway
or other transportation project.

Thi s assistance applies to tenants as wel
as owners occupying the real property needed for the
project. Replacement properties nmust be conparable with
regard to the type of construction, design, age and
condition and rmust be |located in a conparabl e nei ghborhood
with equally accessible public services and places of
enpl oyment. The TxDOT relocation office will also provide
assi stance to displaced busi nesses and nonprofit
organi zations to aid in their satisfactory relocation with
m ni mal delay so as not to cause a substantial [oss in
ear ni ngs.

The project will not proceed to construction
unl ess all displaced fam lies and busi nesses are advi sed
of comparable replacenment sites within the financial neans
of the individuals affected. Please be aware that we al so
have rel ocation assi stance brochures for your infornmation,
which are offered for general information purposes only.

It is not a docunent of law, rule, or regulation
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So far we have about 35 people signed up to
speak. If anyone is holding a speaker registration card,
we need to have you turn it in during the break; and

anyone who needs to register can sign up out at the --

we've got a list out at the registration table.

Thi s concludes our oral presentation at this
time. We will take a 15-minute break. After the break we
will reconvene to receive oral comments fromthe public
If you would like to speak and you haven't filled out a
card, please get on the list. Please take sonme tinme to

| ook at the displays on the side and the back. |f you
have any questions, please feel free to ask us.

W will be reconvening for oral coments at
approxi mately 8:14. Thank you.

(Recess)

MR. COOPER W have received about 36 --
35, 36 requests to present oral comments. If you would
like to make oral coments but you haven't filled out a
card, would you pl ease raise your hand now so we can add

you to our list?

| would like to go over the format for
maki ng oral comments one nore time. We will call on those
of you who have conpleted the registration cards in the

order in which they were received. Please make your

comments at the microphone here at the podiumlocated in
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the center aisle. W ask that you limt your conments to
three mi nutes so that everyone has a chance to speak. W
have a timer on the podiumthat will linmt you.

Pl ease do not repeat things that other
commenters have already said. That will help us nove
al ong, since we do have a | arge number of conmenters.
Pl ease, we request that you limt your comrents both for

or against to issues related to Segnent C of the G and

Par kway .

W will not respond to your comments during
this portion of the nmeeting. This portion is -- of the
nmeeting is to receive your input and conments that should

be addressed in the Environnental |npact Statement. Each
of your comments will be addressed or answered in the
Fi nal Environnental |npact Statenent.

To begin with we would like to have any of
the public officials who are present make coments, if
they would |ike. Councilperson Lee Hedt, if you would
like to make any comments. Council person Harriett Karnei
Ckay. Council person Carol G ubles, no.

Dai sy Mtchell, would you |Iike to nake any
comment s?

M5. M TCHELL: | have a letter that
Representative Dora Aiva would |Iike to have read.

MR, COOPER:. Wuld you like to present that?
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MS. M TCHELL: Yes.

Good evening. On behalf of State
Representative Dora Aivo, | have a letter that she sent
to be read and to be presented as referenced. June 13th,
2000, M. Jim Darden, Director Project Devel opnent, Texas
Department of Transportation, Post O fice Box 1386,

Houst on, Texas.

Dear M. Darden, a very inmportant decision
will be nade as to the route of the Grand Parkway in Fort
Bend County. For the record, | amurging the Texas
Department of Transportation to make every effort possible
to avoid disturbing any of the natural habitants in the
area being considered for the Gand Parkway. One of these
natural habitants is the Brazos State Park. We're very
fortunate to have a state park in our county. W nust
protect this treasure. There are also other natural
habi tants that have been mentioned that are in the area of
t he proposed routes for the Grand Parkway. Again, | urge
you to protect these natural habitants in determ ning the
route of the Grand Par kway.

Thank you for your consideration in this
matter. Sincerely, Dora divo.

MR, COOPER: Thank you.

Ji m Hem ngway. Tom St avi noha.

COUNTY COWM SSI ONER TOM STAVI NOHA: | hope
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that when y'all continue y'all's planning, y'all do go
talk to |l andowners. That's one thing |I'mfinding out that
there have been very little consulting with the | andowners
t hensel ves. Y'all have been going in surveying their
property, putting narkers out, yet the | andowners

t hensel ves -- they probably could have given you a | ot of

i nformati on you woul d have needed right away if you would
have consulted with thema | ot sooner than what y'all have
so far. So, that's a big concern that better -- better

i nput fromthe actual |andowners before you do a whole | ot
nor e pl anning.

Al so, try to avoid splitting any property,
splitting rice fields, pastures. That's going to be very,
very inportant to the people when you cross their
property. Keep in mnd that once you get between Big
Creek and the river you can expect 4-foot of floodwater
and | think y'all know that. How that's going to obstruct
the flooding to keep the water noving down river, that's
going to be a major, mmjor problembecause there's severa
times that |'ve seen water fromBig Creek itself all the
way to the river where you could walk -- | mean, get off a
boat and step onto the roof a barn or a shed in those
areas there. So, keep that in mnd. Just a natura
fl oodpl ain you' re going to be crossing is going to be a

probl em al so
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Pl ease stay away as nuch as you can from
Brazos Bend State Park. Stay off of Sawr Il Road
conpletely. There are a |lot of residents in there that
you're going to be affecting, that whole, what we call,
Brown conmmunity. Stay away fromthat area.

"Il have a proposed route that 1'll be

showi ng y'all naybe next couple of days where before you

get to, what we call, the third cenment bridge, way up
north, you'll be avoiding those two | akes that's at the
third cement bridge. | think Miir Lake's on the right and

there's Oak Lake on the left. Turn before you get to
those. The property owners |'ve talked to are agreeable.
You're not going to be noving any houses. You're probably
only going through four different |andowners if you take
that route. |It's probably the shortest distance to get to
the George Ranch and | think they're pretty much agreeabl e
to aligning the Parkway to go -- to go through their
property.

Those are the nmajor -- mjor concerns that |
have. Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Freddi e Newsone
Mayor of Thonpsons.

MAYOR NEWSOME: No comments.

MR. COOPER  Ji m Gonzal es, Commi ssioner for

the City of Richnond. Okay.
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The -- | will read off the nane -- nanes of
the first two speakers. The first is Dr. Philip
I nderwi esen and then after that is Aziennina Brennenan

You have three m nutes.

DR. PHI LI P | NDERW ESEN. Ckay. What I'm
goi ng to speak about here is essentially a short synopsis,
the tip of the iceberg of about a 30-page report | wll be
submitting. Basically |I've reviewed the DEIS and | hired
a geoscientist, who's dealt with environmental matters and
is also a fraud exam ner, to look at the DEIS. So far
can only endorse the no-build option, even though
Conmi ssi oner - El ect Stavi noha has sone good ideas that |
woul d nornal |y support.

Basically the no-build option is needed to
protect the public and the tax dollars. W found the DElI S
is full of errors, om ssions and basically deceitfu
statenments neant to sway the federal governnent to provide
noney.

The geoscientist | hired says the public is
bei ng deprived of intangible right to honest services of
federal, state and |local public officials as a result of
egregi ous technical omissions in the DEIS. The proposed
project will cause significant |osses of prine farm |l and,
wet | ands and air and water quality for the proposed

project area. Also, the DEIS fails to follow the NEPA
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requi renment that systens approaches be used to interrelate
all the conmponents of the natural environnent, including
air, land, water and life. Furthernore, the DEI' S does not
provi de responsible public officials and the lay public

wi th assurances that the proper local officials, federa
officials, state officials are consulted that have
jurisdiction by |l aw or special expertise with respect to

t he environnental inpacts.

Concerni ng Brazos Bend State Park, we
attended a May 5th, Grand Par kway wor kshop, Texas Parks &
Wldlife had reiterated their insistence that the proposed
project stay north of the Big Creek diversion channel
otherwi se, water quality within the park woul d be
conprom sed as well as migrating wildlife to and fromthe
park. What that nmeans is that it has to be included in
the DEIS as a -- as required by the Federal H ghway
Admi ni stration.

Anot her egregious problemis environnenta
i nequity. John Bettencourt with the Harris County Tax
Advi ser's Service has just done a denpgraphic study
showi ng white flight fromHarris County into the
surroundi ng counties. This parkway, including Segnent C
is around that |ocation. Therefore, the federal dollars
woul d be going to pronote basically master-planned

conmunities targeted towards the upper-incone earners.
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This is illegal by federal standards. Therefore, they
shoul d not get federal noney.

Finally, as part of the Coalition Against
Long Point Landfill, they site the Grand Parkway as an
econom c justification for the feds to provi de noney;
however, they do not cite the fact that Fort Bend County
residents are in legal opposition at this tine against
that landfill site and that that permt wll probably be
turned down. This is deceit.

Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Tine has expired. Azienina
Brennerman and then Jennifer Scolton.

MS. AZI ENNI NA BRENNEMAN: My nane is
Azi eni na Susan Brenneman. M friends call me Susan. You
know t he Brennemans? | saw someone Brennan. Pilgrins.
They were Quakers. They | anded on the New Engl and coast
in the early 1700s. One of ny great-great-great
grandfat hers was born in the New England area in the year
1775. I'malso a native-born Texan. | know how y' al
feel about your Yankees. So, |'ve been around here a
while. | amthe nmother of four children, three daughters
and a son. | ama volunteer for the Fort Bend Astronony
Club. | ama volunteer at the George Observatory for the
Houst on Museum of Natural Science. | ama volunteer for

the Brazos Bend State Park and | aman officer at the
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Brazos Bend State Park Vol unteer Association. | am
secretary.

I know we have sone of our volunteers here
tonight. |If you're a volunteer, would you please stand
up? Park vol unteers.

Many of our volunteers live closer to the
Manvel area and they are also simultaneously attending the
neeting there. There are over 110 volunteers at the
Brazos Bend State Park. |It's part of what makes this park
very special. | can't talk about Brazos Bend State Park
in three minutes. There's just no way. It is an
i ncredi bl e park.

In 1994, it was one of the top ten parks in
the United States. Texas Parks & Wldlife it has a
phi | osophy, which |I personally believe in and endorse and
"Il go ahead and share that with you. W seek to bal ance
out door recreation with conservation as we achi eve greater
sel f-sufficiency. On one hand we rmust manage and protect
our natural and cultural resources. At the sane tine, we
nmust generate increased revenue by addi ng val ue through
nore and better public services. Brazos Bend is one of
the five parks of the Texas Parks & Wldlife that is
sel f-sustaining. |t does not receive noney fromthe Texas
Parks & Wldlife.

We have -- and the park opened in April of
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"84. In the last 15 years, we've had over 7 1/2 nillion
visitors. W get over half a million people a year there.
W -- afirmthat is culturally diverse and well-trained

staff achieve this balance and we rmust never forget not in
the haste of business nor in the pride of science that the
out doors shoul d be a source of joy. Providing outdoor
experi ences where young minds formvalues will be our
greatest contribution to the future.

The Brazos Bend State Park is a wildlife
refuge. Anything that can get in the park is protected.
Hunting is not prohibited (sic). | saw maps where there's
ot her conservations but there's a difference about the
Brazos Bend State Park. The public can get to it.

There's another difference about the Brazos Bend State
Park. W teach people. W give lecture. W have over 40
di fferent prograns. We have Boy Scouts. W have Grl
Scouts. We have YMCA and others that come out to attend
our program W teach about the wildlife.

I"mgoing to try and finish nmy time focusing
on sone of the birds. This year we had a bird count on
Decenber 26. There were 147 different birds --

MR, COOPER: Ti ne.

M5. BRENNEMAN:  The bald -- seven bald
eagl es were spotted. Seven bald eagles were spotted at

t he Brazos Bend State Park
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MR. COOPER  Jennifer Scolton and Jim
Hem ngway.

MS. JENNI FER SCOLTON: | can't do a whole
ot of big talking |like sone of the people that just stood
up here. | ama resident that lives 2 or 3 mles from
Brazos Bend State Park and |'m greatly opposed to what
y'all are doing. You're going to run through all the
wildlife out there and | know y'all sit here and tell
everybody in this roomthat it's for an evacuation route.
Fine. But with that cones devel opnent and running off our

wildlife and everything.

We nove out there to -- to see it, to live
withit, not to kill it and run it away; and that's what's
gonna happen. So, | just stood up here to oppose it.

Thank you.

MR, COOPER: Jim Hemi ngway and then Annette

Beres.

Is Jim-- JimHem ngway here? Apparently
he's left.

Annette Beres.

MS. ANNETTE BERES: | don't have any
coment, not at this tine. 1'll wite it.

MR, COOPER: You want to put in sone |ater?
Okay. Joan McLeod.

MS. JOAN MCLEOD: |I'mlistening but | don't
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think I've got a -- | do want to say sonething about
hurri cane evacuati on because |I'mfrom Gal veston and -- can
you hear nme? |'mfrom Gal veston, Texas but |I'mactually

from Ri chnond, Texas because that's where | was born and
raised. And | lived in the country with this beautifu
wildlife and grew up around it, rode a school bus on Farm
Road 762 that you-all use to go to Brazos Bend State Park.
And |, too, amvery happy; and | -- nmy father was very
opposed to Hi ghway 59 dividing his pastures in half. But
if it hadn't divided his pasture, you all probably

woul dn't be living in Fort Bend County. So, |'ve gone
with both sides of the issue. And nmy nother said,
"Progress is conmng on, Manford --" Manford WIlianms --
"wake up and snell the roses."

Wel |, we've been snelling the roses for the
last 10 or 15 years and we've seen property values go up
and we have paid dearly with our taxes for all the
i mprovenents of the road -- roads and the | and and we've
wor ked with the hi ghway departnment and we donated the
Grand Parkway. So, | do -- do truly feel that either way
they've given it back. They can't nake up their mnind
They do want to serve the public.

As far as evacuation route conming from
Gal veston, there's a definite need to come out of

Gal veston during a storm W have to drive up H ghway 6,
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if it's not flooded, or we go up 45, which you know is
just bunper to bumper. So, the Grand Parkway woul d
certainly ease that problemand it's a necessity. Now,
where it goes -- can't go through Santa Fe because they
don't want us; but, | nean, ny instructions are if y'al
don't want us to | eave Gal veston, get off H ghway 45
conm ng down there. W don't need you either. You know,
we have a beautiful island; and we don't need our tourists
on the weekends in the sunmer.

Thanks.

MR COOPER  Leonard Pattillo --

MR. LEONARD PATTILLO | pass.

MR, COOPER: -- representing the Fort Bend
Astrononmy Club and then Stephani e Bone

MR, PATTILLG | pass

MR. COOPER: Ckay. Leonard Pattillo is
passi ng. St ephani e Bone.

MS. STEPHANIE BONE: H . M nane is
St ephanie Bone. | live in the heart of downtown Houston.
| conme out to the park to feel like |'"'mout in the country
to breathe a little easier, to enjoy the wildlife, to
listen to the birds, to listen to the frogs. What's gonna
happen in 20 years and soneone in my position who's living
i n downtown Houston is they're going to cone out here and

it's going to be built out fully. And what that brings
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with it is pollution to the water, pollution to the air,

pollution to life in this area

And | think what -- as far as the DEIS is
concerned, | -- | really feel that it's lacking inits
t hor oughness of the evaluation of all the secondary

devel opnent, | ooking at the real long termof what's going

to happen if this road is built. As far as the hurricane

evacuation route, I -- | feel like it hasn't been
addressed as far as what's going to happen when -- when
this area is flooded and the roads to the G and Par kway

are flooded. And what are -- what are all the options of
the hurricane evacuation route and why is this one the
best one?
| guess | feel like today we're at a

crossroads here in this area for this |and, everyone here;
and there's -- it's a very inportant time for us to think
very deeply about what we want this piece of land to | ook
like in the future for our children and our grandchil dren

because once it's lost, it's |ost.

And as | was told earlier, the road is going
where the market tells us it needs to go. Well, | think
it's tinme for us to stand up and try to deci de where we
want our road to go, if we want it to go anywhere near

here. And it's -- it's time for us to |l et our voices be

heard and not play to the narket's trend because once we
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do, then we've given in. And we've all seen the sprawing
devel opnent from Houston and the Grand Parkway itself is
listed as one of the top-ten wasteful transportation
projects in the nation right now And | don't think it's
an intelligent place for any of our tax dollars to be
goi ng because it does nothing but facilitate sprawing
growm h, which is one of the nost inefficient uses of al
our resources that there is.

Thank you very much.

MR, COOPER: Lesly Van Dane fromthe Sierra
Cl ub and then Nancy Loggi ns.

MS. LESLY VAN DAME: Hi. Nane is Lesly Van
Dane. | represent the Houston group of the Sierra Cub
We wi sh to state our general opposition to the G and
Par kway overall as we have nmany tines before. The
Grand -- as just stated, the Grand Parkway has been naned
one of the nation's top ten nbst unnecessary hi ghway
proj ects by Taxpayers for Common Sense. W, the
t axpayers, will be funding a project that is not a
| ong-range solution for regional mobility yet is likely to
exacerbate our serious air quality problens and seriously
i mpact the surroundi ng | ands.

Wth regard to the draft EI'S for Segnent C
of the proposed Gand Parkway, we know many issues and

concerns that are either insufficiently addressed or not
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addressed at all. W will subnmit a detailed witten
conment of -- a set of witten conments but | will point
out a few right here.

As was stated both by M. Gornet and -- and
ot hers, the purpose and need for the Grand Parkway is
supposed to be that it will serve as a hurricane
evacuation route. However, the DElIS never discusses what
woul d occur in a hurricane and how that area woul d be

protected fromflooding in such a case, other alternative

hurricane evacu- -- evacuation routes and how those can be
i mproved. W think the DEI'S ought to consider all
alternatives in making a final decision. Another area of

i mpact anongst many is air quality, the actual air
pol I uti on generated by the Grand Parkway and the
congestion it will cause is not addressed in the DEIS, the
additional air pollution that will occur secondarily as
the Grand Parkway induces nore devel opnment, residences,
conmercial and industrial conpl exes.

We also in our comments will ask for quite a

bit more, quantification of the inpacts. For instance,

what inpact will the G and Parkway have on all secondary
roads? What truck traffic will be generated fromthe
Grand Parkway if it becones a part of the 1-69 route? And

then what will be the inpact of the additional truck

traffic on air quality, noise pollution, quality of life,
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et cetera? What about the inpact of the Grand Par kway on
subsi dence? As soneone el se has al ready noted, prine
agricultural |and.

We have quite a bit -- | won't go through
the whole list here because we'll submt coments. W can
only say that we really do opt for the no-build
opposi tion.

Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Nancy Loggi ns has

declined to speak. W have Wes Wi ddon and then Bonnie

Trilicek.

MR, VS WHI DDON: My nane is Wes Wi ddon
I'mwith -- I'"ma nenber, rather, of the Fort Bend
Astrononmy Club. "If you build it, they will cone." This

saying froma popular novie of a few years ago epitoni zes
what will happen if the Gand Parkway is allowed to
encroach into the area i mMmediately north of the Brazos
Bend State Park. Access is the key to devel opnment and
devel opnent in this area is detrinental to the health and
wel | -bei ng of a unique, ecological systemthat has been
protected for many years. This is a natural resource that
af fords people, not just fromthe Houston area but from
around the world, the opportunity to see rare wildlife, be
a part of nature and through the George Cbservatory view

t he wonders of the night sky.
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There are many reasons why the G and Parkway
shoul d not be built in the area of Brazos Bend State Park,
especially using GPA's Option B. Here are just a few
I ncreased devel opnment bringi ng homes and additiona
traffic into the area; increased light pollution from
hones, autompbile traffic and street lighting that wll
destroy public and scientific use of Houston Miseum of
Nat ural Science's George Cbhservatory; noise pollution from
automobile traffic; detrinmental effects on the Brazos Bend
State Park's water quality and watershed; effects on
animal migration. It goes also against the w shes of park
officials and the Houston Museum of Natural Science's
George Observatory. |In fact, | can find no person in the
public who is in favor of the G and Parkway.

Gentl enen and | adi es, | understand that
bui | di ng roads and highways is difficult at best. | also
understand that there's a public need for access to easily
travel on safe roadways, but there are precious things on
this planet that nust be preserved. Brazos Bend State
Park and the George Cbservatory are anong them [|If you
build it, they will come; and when they do, slowy but
surely they will destroy another one of these precious
pl aces.

Thank you.

MR, COOPER: Thank you.
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Bonnie Trilicek and then Dr. Louis Binder.

M5. BONNIE TRILICEK: M name is Bonnie
Trilicek. I'ma lifetinme resident of Fort Bend County.
have two names -- roads naned after ny mai den name Cumi ngs
Road, one on north of -- north of Rosenberg and one in the
area that we're discussing. | do live there at this tinme
of f of the end of Cumings Road. What | see is not only
the effect of the ecological and the aninals. As | drive
down my driveway, a bobcat crosses ny road. How long wll
that be? The deer conme up ny backyard. How |long will
t hat be?

But nmostly howwill this affect the air
quality with the traveling -- extra traveling of cars in
nmy area? Also the traffic that al so inmposes, let ne say,
chances of having wecks, which our road has al ready been
changed because we had two deaths on the curve. 1s this
goi ng to decrease our deaths on the curve or is it just
going to increase our deaths on the highway in our area?

| oppose the G and Parkway, but | know that
it's inevitable at sonme point. Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Thank you.

Dr. Louis Binder, president of the Fort Bend
Astrononmy Club and then Sandy Jespersen

DR. LOQUIS BINDER H . M nane's Louis --

Dr. Louis Binder. | represent the Fort Bend Astronony
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Club. W provide alnpst all of the volunteers for the
Houst on Museum of Natural Science's George Cbservatory
| ocated inside Brazos Bend State Park

My 9-year-ol d daughter and | spend |ots of
ti me educating and showi ng the night sky to mllions of --
well, not millions a week -- about 40,000 people a year is
t he exact nunber that cone out. We show themthe night
sky, the MIlky Way, the planets, gal axies and conets. The
Fort Bend Astronomy C ub has hel ped to share this because
this is the final frontier. Space is our final frontier

And building the Grand Parkway will just destroy
nore and nore of the night sky and occl ude nost of the
things that we take for granted that we can see now.

How many of you guys can remenber the great
conets Hyakut ake and Hal e-Bopp as -- which were easily
reached naked-eye visibility in our night sky? But how
many of y'all remenber seeing it as extendi ng two-thirds
of the way across the sky with two tails instead of just
one? Not many but -- but a few people, you know, saw this
out in West Texas. Thousands of people migrated out to
the George Observatory in Brazos Bend State Park to see
the sane thing; but out in the skies around 59, you saw a
hazy little spot in the sky. So, nobody really paid much
attention.

These incredible views may not be seen in
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our lifetime again, as it will be thousands of years
because these conets return to our night skies that close.
Driving out to the country at night, one often hears
conment s about how dark it is and, oh, |ook at all those
stars. W want to preserve the stars, the M| ky Way and
all the activities that come with star gazing for our
children as well as for our future. The increase in sky
bri ght ness cones from devel opnent around the G and

Par kway. Poor lighting that extends into the night sky is
wast ed energy, wasted dollars, yours and mne, and
decreases the rural and suburban environment that we all
strive to preserve

The buil ding of the Grand Parkway shoul d be
opposed and if built, the proposed opposition A, which
pl aces the Grand Parkway and associ ated devel opnent as far
north of the nuseumi s George Observatory to preserve its
educational resource and recreational aspects to the
growi ng nunbers of visitors in the nunber of years.

Qur children grow up in Texas |learning a
song that our Grand Par kway associ ates and el ected
officials all know too well in the great state of Texas
that will help to preserve. Help keep the stars big and
bright deep in the heart of Texas.

Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Sandy Jespersen and
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then WliliamDillen

MS. SANDY JESPERSEN: | think the DE -- DEIS
does not support all the reasons given for the
construction of this road. One coment fromthe DEIS,
quote, capitalize on existing habitat conversion and
fragnentation by utilizing an existing break between
Pil ant Lake and Big Creek. That is Sawnmi ||l Road, unquote.

This statenent seens to be saying that a
multi-1lane highway with a bridge across the Brazos River
wi Il have no nore inpact than the existing Sawn || Road
which is a dead-end road that serves a few honeowners. A
road that allows free water drainage and is conpletely
underwater at times. |Is this a |ogical conclusion?

Anot her statenent from DElS, quote, no
publicly-owned recreation area or parks will be directly
affected by or are directly adjacent to any alternatives,
unquot e.

There will be no common boundaries; but if
t he boundary of Brazos Bend State Park is only a thousand
feet fromthe Grand Parkway, | do think it will be
directly affected and the effects won't be benefici al

Anot her comment fromthe DEI'S, quote, no
critical habitat for endangered species has been
designated within the study area, unquote.

We all hear about the threatened and
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endangered species but there are other concerns. 1|n a
bookl et fromthe Texas Parks & Wldlife entitled Rare &
Declining Birds of Texas - Conservation Needed by Cifton
E. Shackleford and Mark W Walford is a statement, and
guote, however diverse the state nay be, birds are
experiencing serious declines due to many factors, mainly
human causes |ike habitat |oss and increased urbanization
Only one threatened species was noted in the DEIS, the
bal d eagle. No nmention or concern was noted for the many
rare and declining species listed in the bookl et.

| truly hope this hearing is not just a
formality. | do hope the Texas Departnent of
Transportation is listening to the representatives of
Texas Parks & Wldlife and al so nenmbers of the comunity.
| prefer that the Grand Parkway not be built; but
certainly if it's built, don't build it near Brazos Bend
State Park. Don't contribute to the decline of birds and
ot her species to favor a few who will benefit froma road.
This is your opportunity to protect critical habitat for
wildlife and protect the quality of life for the
conmuni ty.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Wl lliamDbDillen and
then Richard Jespersen.

MR, WLLIAM DI LLEN: Again, ny nane is

WlliamDillen. |'ma nenber of the Fort Bend Astronony
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Club and past president. For the past ten years |
vol unteered as a tel escope operator at the George

bservatory.

W' ve heard a | ot of good arguments today.
I'"d like to focus on a very narrow one and that is the
scientific loss that will occur if the Gand Parkway
Segment Cis built, especially the Opposition B which

brings the parkway practically on the doorstep of the

Brazos Bend State Park. ['mgoing to give you an exanple
of -- of the scientific loss, a study that we recently did
that couldn't be done if that parkway and the devel opnent

and the light pollution that's associated with it were
t here.

In early March, professional astrononers
di scovered a earth crossing asteroid. Fromtracking the
asteroid, they knew that in early May the asteroid would
pass within 4 million nmles of the earth. |t doesn't pose
any i mredi ate danger but there are about a thousand
objects out there that do. Now, as it passed -- when it
made its close pass, it represented an opportunity for the
giant radio tel escope at Arecibo in Puerto Rico to bounce

radar waves off this asteroid so that something about its

size and conposition could be -- could be known.
It will be inportant for -- these studies
are inportant because one day our species nmay be forced to
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i ntercept such an object and deflect it fromsmashing to
the earth. Normally astronomy is a very esoteric thing;
but if an astroid were to hit the earth, it would be a bad
day for everyone. So, what we -- Arecibo had a problem
t hough, and that was for this particular asteroid is that
the error inits position would be such that they would
not be able to know where to send out their powerful radar
signals. They needed to know the position of the asteroid
to within a 60th of a degree in the sky and they put a
call on the Internet for amateurs and professionals to
hel p them out in tracking the asteroid.

We answered that call. It took us
everything -- it took all the capability that we had. W
stacked i mages. We worked very hard and we were able to
pul | out the faint signal of the asteroid. W sent the
preci se positions of this asteroid to the radar team at
Areci bo. W got a nice thank-you fromthemfrom-- on
behal f of the entire radar team

They were able to acquire the asteroid. W

know that this asteroid' s about twi ce the size of our

auditorium and |I'msure there'll be scientific papers on
what they've | earned about it. |If the sky from our
president are -- the president of our club did not have

time to go into it. But he's done a study that shows the

par kway woul d probably double the sky brightness. |[|f that
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were to occur, we would not be able to do the study we

did. W -- thisisn't the only time we've been able to do
this. W -- we've hel ped professional astrononmers many
times.

Let me conclude by saying there's an old
saying fromfighter pilots, it's the one you don't see
that gets you. And this parkway and it's -- especially
it's Option Bis going to fog our canopy. Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Richard Jespersen
and then Keith Rivich.

DR. RICHARD JESPERSEN. |I'mDr. Richard
Jespersen and |'ve reviewed the DEIS fromthe standpoint
of the -- of a research scientist. And |'msubmtting ny
conplete report in witing but 1'd like to nake just a few
conments sumari zing my conclusions. | mght begin by
sayi ng that at the begi nning before | studied the DEIS, |
really thought the no-build option was an extrene
vi ewpoi nt; and after studying the DEIS, |'ve totally
changed my mind on that.

Just a few exanples, fromthe conputer
nodel ing of the traffic flow assessnment that was done, the
only information that's provided as results of that are
percent inprovenents in traffic flow due to the building
of Segment C. It does not state anything about the

capacity of the roadways or give any indication of the
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real benefit of -- of reduce -- the conputer -- | nean, of
the traffic reductions that are clainmed. The natura
conclusion of that study is sinply that the building of
Segrment C woul d be al |l owed under TxDOT's requiremrment that
there be a m ni num of 5,000 vehicles per day. The need to
build Segment Cto inprove traffic flow has not at al

been denonstrated by the DElS.

For hurricane evacuati on assessment, anot her
conput er nodel ed predicts the time to evacuate Gal veston
and Brazoria Counties using only Interstate 45, Hi ghway
288 and H ghway 6. There's no nention of -- of State
H ghway 36, Beltway 8 or any of the other roads that would
actually carry significant traffic. This is a case of an
i nappropriate assunptions for the nodel, and the need to
buil d Segment C for hurricane evacuation has definitely
not been denonstrat ed.

It is stated that the northern route for
Segnment C woul d cross the nost inportant block of Col unbia
Bott om and suggesting this gives preference to the
southerly alternatives. But there's no nention of the
fact that choosing the southerly route for Segnent C would
be foll owed by construction of the Fort Bend Parkway
t hrough the very Col unbi a Bottonl ands avoi ding -- avoi ded
by moving Segnent C to the south. What nust be consi dered

is the conmbi ned i mpact of Segment C and the Fort Bend
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Par kway .

Further, the environnental inpact of the
roadway itself nmay be very mnor conpared to the inpact of
t he conmercial and residential devel opment which wll
follow and which are a primary reason stated for
devel opi ng the roadway. The DEIS has only brief
di scussi on of these secondary inmpacts with no data
presented. This is not sufficient.

My own viewis that it is not wise to
further stinulate growh in an area when --

MR, COOPER: Ti ne.

DR. JESPERSEN: Thank you very nuch.

MR COOPER Keith Rivich and then
Dr. Marrack.

MR KEITH RIVICH Okay. | don't think
there's a whole nmuch -- bunch nore | can say, especially
about Brazos Bend State Park and the George Observatory
and so forth. But how many of you guys have ever gone out
to the country and conme home. You snelled the fresh air
you' ve seen the bright stars, get back to the city and it
stinks? Well, folks, guys, we are the country. Brazos
Bend State Park and the George Observatory, we are the
country for millions of kids that cone out there. Please
don't take it away from us

Thank you.
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MR. COOPER: Thank you. Dr. Marrack and
t hen John Al brecht.

DR MARRACK: Chairman, |'m Dr. Marrack
Fort Bend Medical Clinic. You nmay not realize that this
area is not in conpliance with the national air quality
standards. What's nore, if it's sufficient traffic to

justify this project, then there will be nore pollution

At the present tinme none of the Grand Parkway is concl uded

inthe state limtation plan. 1t does not meet and cannot

neet the conformty requirenents of regulations. And, in

fact, you will see today because the Houston
Intercontinental Airport can't neet the conformty
requi renents, construction's stopping for its expansion

You really think you're gonna have
precedence over the Houston Intercontinental Airport or
t he Bayport projects for the air quality? Sonething has
to give. You're going.

| suggest to you that this is nothing nore
than a hi ghway Ponzi project for sone specul ative
devel opers. It has no other future and no other
project -- no other value. Once nore, the DEIS does not
nmeet the NEPA nor the CEQ requirenents and the

regul ations. |t doesn't consider the induced four

secondary inpacts of the conplete devel opnment of this area

that is required. Scrap the United States Suprene --
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Supreme Court of the United States 1972.

Agai n, you don't consider the other
endangered species. You nentioned the bald eagle. The
bal d eagl e nesting down here is a southern bald eagl e.
It's not one that comes fromthe north, which also uses
Brazos Bend State Park. | will point out to you that
whoopi ng cranes have occasionally been using this area.
Hanson (phonetic) Sparrow, another endangered speci es,
uses this area. They're not on this EIS or DEIS. It's a
total ly inadequate product.

Go home. Do a decent job and you will see
why you should do no construction.

MR, COOPER:  John Al brecht and then Nan
Hi | dreth.

MR JOHN ALBRECHT: |'m John Albrecht. [I'm
a resident of Brazos Bend Qak subdivision, which is
north-northwest of the Brazos Bend State Park. Lots of
fol ks here tonight expressing their |ove for the state
park and the wildlife. Likew se, | have that |ove.
That's why | live out there. W try to keep -- be good
nei ghbors for the astrononmers and keep down the |low Iight
but lots of inpact frombuilding this in the area to the
wi I dlife, the homeowners, which haven't been tal ked about.

And we live in a park. Mst of our home

sites are 2 to 3 acres park light with lots of wildlife,
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ducks, turkeys, deer, squirrels, racoons, you name it. W
love it out there and we support the no-build option

Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Nan Hildreth and
then Richard Mrrison.

M5. NAN HI LDRETH: H . I'mNan Hildreth. |
[ive downtown, again, in the Heights area. |It's boom ng
W' re buil ding new hones there, half-nillion-dollar hones.
| agree with the man who said build it and they will cone.
Well, we want the -- our transportation, our state and

federal transportation dollars invested in the downtown

area. W don't mind people coming there. |If y'all don't
want them here, give us the noney, we'll build it down
there.

Now, we -- |I'msorry to oppose the plans
of -- of the Grand Parkway Association and its pronoters

over the last 12 years, but tines change and ideas change.
And around the nation people are recognizing -- thinking
in a different way about transportation and the resulting
| and use. Houston -- in Houston times are changing.

We're having dirty air. W're getting a reputation for
poor quality of life and nmost inportant to me is that

busi ness as usual neans that we're degradi ng our children
and our grandchildren's ability to care for thensel ves.

W' re degrading the natural capital that we depend on
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That's our top soil, our clean air, our farmland, our
wat er .

And the ideas around the nation are changi ng
to respond to that. The Bank of America, the Nationa

Associ ati on of Home Builders, the Sierra Cl ub and nunerous
ot her groups are endorsing a new idea called smart grow h,
which is let's develop in a way that is friendly to the

environnent and to the -- respects the people, that gives

peopl e nore choices in transportation so that people in --

I want -- and it would say people in Houston have a choice
besi des owni ng an autonobile that we're -- there are
di fferent nmethods of getting around. That would be smart

gr ow h.

Smart growth recognizes that if you build
far out in -- far fromexisting home, work, and school s,
then -- well, that's not smart growth. That's dunb

gromh. And the G and Par kway being far out from
everything woul d encourage residential areas far from
exi sting resident -- from existing schools, work places
and recreational facilities. So, the G and Parkway
Associ ati on would be, in my opinion, dumb growt h.

There are 24 state governors that have made
smart growh a priority in their -- in their positions and
| ast week the Greater Houston Partnership endorsed

sensi ble growh, which is very simlar to the initia
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nmoverrent of smart growth, which is also supported by

Sierra Cl ub.

MR COOPER: Ti ne.

Thank you.

Ri chard Morrison and then Jerry Lenmire

MR, MORRISON: My nanme is Richard Morrison
| ' m speaki ng on behal f of nyself. |1'ma resident here of
Greatwood. |1'm al so speaki ng on behal f of

Bl ackburn-Carter.

I am opposed to the Grand Par kway.
support the no-build option. The DEIS is deficient in
several manners. |'d first like to say that | concur with
everyone's opinion here tonight. 1'd also |like to add
that there needs to be nore anal yzing of the Brazos River
and the tributaries and their hydrol ogy and hydraulics.
The Grand Parkway is going to cross the Brazos River
floodplain for about 8 mles. It's a very large
floodplain, as well as a floodway. Analyzation needs to
be done on the flow volume and the timng of the water
stored in the fl oodplain and how the Brazos Ri ver and
these tributaries are going to be affected by the G and
Par kway, as well as surrounding residences and any ot her
roads that may connect to the Brazos River.

Addi tionally, secondary inmpacts and

cunul ative inpacts need to be nore fully anal yzed.
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There's some kind of periphery touching on these in the
DEI'S but there's no quantifications of the inpacts. For

i nstance, we need to know the total ampunt of land that's
gonna be devel oped in the corridor frompast activities as
well as future activities, if this Grand Parkway is going
to be built. Additionally, how many acres of wetlands is
this going to affect, issues like that, other wildlife
that will be affected.

Second, the Fort Bend Parkway is going to
intersect in the mddle of the Brazos River fl oodplain
with the Grand Parkway. Wat's this inmpact -- what's this
gonna cause on the -- what inpact will this cause on the
Grand Parkway? What inpact is this gonna have on the
evacuation route for the hurricane? And then how rmuch
secondary devel opnent's going to be spawned or assisted by
t he Grand Par kway?

The last thing | want to touch on is
Col unbi a Bottom ands and the Grand Parkway's effect on
Col unbi a Bottom ands. The U S. Fish & Wldlife has stated
that the Col unbi a Bottonl ands are very inportant to our
natural environnment. Mst of the bottonl ands near Lake
Wort hi ngton and just east of the |lake are going to be
affected. These are going to be fragnented by one of the
proposed segnents and there needs to be a full analyzation

on what this fragnenting is going to do to the bottonl and.
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And 1'Il be submitting detailed witten
coments as well.

MR, COOPER: Thank you.

Jerry Lemire and then Don Kocur ek

MR, JERRY LEM RE: Yeah. M nane is Jerry

Lemire and |'ve -- just to give you a little background of
ny personal situation, | nmoved here from Chio 20 years ago
and settled in Fort Bend County. |'ve been a taxpayer in

Fort Bend County for 20 years and | oppose the G and
Par kway, this segment of the -- | oppose this section of

the Grand Parkway and would not like to see my tax dollars

spent on this segnent. And | would -- | amin favor of
the no-build section -- segnent of this package.

Just a little bit nore about -- |'ve used
the Brazos Bend State Park. |[|'ve canped there. |'ve -- |

truly enjoyed the experience, the night vision of the
stars. You just don't get that experience in the big
city. 1'd hate to see sonething happen to that
experi ence.

Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Thank you.

Don Kocurek and then Pat Tovsen

MR, DON KOCUREK: Hi. |I'm Don Kocurek. |
was going to pass, but | was listening to everybody speak

and I've heard a | ot of wonderful things about saving the
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wet | ands and saving Brazos Bend and wildlife. And those
are all valid things to say. But | ook around this room
A lot of people have left. What about saving the people,
t he environnent for the people here?

I'"'mone of those people that live here. [|I'm
very concerned about that. The noise inpact, the
pol lution inpact that this highway, proposed hi ghway can
have on the serenity and peace of nmind on the people of
this county ought to be lifted up forenmpst over anything
that you can see. Please put nore enphasis on that.

MR. COOPER: Thank you.

Pat Tovsen and then Joe Del linger

MS. PAT TOVSEN. M nane is Pat Tovsen. |
want to speak toward the DEIS and the hurricane evacuation
route. |If the DEISis -- the Grand Parkway is so
concerned with the hurricane evacuation route, why didn't
they build a section from Gal veston out first rather than
build a mddle section first? Wy would you put a
hurricane evacuation route through an area that floods 8
to 10 feet? This is a sheet flow flood and all you say is
you will use some sort of hydraulic structure. No nore
i nformation is given.

You al so say you're going to go through 334
acres. That's only actual roadway. There is no studies

done as to the secondary fl oodplain area. You're going to
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go through over 20,000 acres of secondary fl oodpl ain,
not hing -- no studies have been done on that. Also you
stated you're going to be able to build this bridge or
some sort of hydraulic structure w thout any significant
i mpact. That's inmpossible. Wen you wal k outside, you
have an inmpact. There has to be an inpact. No studies
agai n done.

This lack of studies is a violation of the
NEPA. Al so, you have al so never conducted the Fort Bend
Subsi dence District. You don't know the area you're
putting through this bridge is going to go through 8 to 10
feet of floodwater for hurricane evacuation. It's going
to sink 3 feet. You've never contacted the Brazos River
Aut hority, which are the experts in the area. This is
al so violation of NEPA, which states that you nust involve
all the experts in the area.

Since this will inpact our flood zones, you
need to have FEMA invol venent. You did not involve FEVA
because you said even though you didn't do any studies
that it wouldn't inpact the flood zones. There will be
flood zone inpact. This will inmpact our water supply.
Money, you say -- the only chart | can find says that it
will cost $270 nmillion to build this section of the G and
Parkway. That's in 1993 dollars. There are no cunul ative

charts listing the nmoney that would go through here. No
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charts listing how much nore it's going to cost to raise
that roadway. A bridge costs a lot nmore to build than at
ground level. There are no studies that show the increase
in light and noise pollution due to a raised roadway.

I don't see how you feel the G and Parkway
can build a roadway -- a hurricane evacuati on route when
the Grand Parkway that has already been built has been
removed as a hurricane evacuati on route because it floods
and that is not even in a flood zone. So, what makes you
t hi nk you can go through this entire fl ood zone for
hurricane evacuati on when you couldn't do it in an area

that didn't flood?

Until you can do studies that show t hese
i mpacts, have FEMA invol venent and NEPA invol venent and
all the other areas that must be involved, | have to
support the no-build option.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Joe Dellinger and
t hen Dave Jackson.

MR, JOE DELLINGER: Well, | should say that
this whol e argunent seens to be devel opnent versus quality

of life, right? So, we all want to have both, right; but

we can't. So, | was forced to nove here as | work for an
oi |l conmpany; but I like to think I'man environnentali st,
too. So, this gives me najor pain to my brain when |'m

sitting there thinking am| helping the world or hurting
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the world by doing ny job?

So, | noved to Houston; and |'ve lived in a
bunch of different cities in the past. You know, | go out
every nmorning and | go, "Yuck. The air stinks here. Boy,
| hate this."

So, I -- one of the nicest things |'ve
di scovered in the year |1've lived here is the Fort Bend
Astronomy Club. It's fun to go out there and be a nerd
and do stuff with asteroids. Well, that's nice; but it's
also nice just to go to a place where | can breathe the
air, where it's dark, where there are animals. So,
everybody' s al ways saying, "Ckay. ©Ch, but this is Texas.
Now, in Texas, to be a patriotic Texan, devel opnent has to
be first above everything el se devel opment, devel oprent,
devel opnent . "

Vell, I've lived in Silicon Valley. Silicon
Valley is the envy of the nation for their economc
devel opnent. M God, in Silicon Valley there are so many
public parks that you could go to a different one every
weekend for three years within an hour's drive and not
repeat. What do they do in Silcon Valley? WelIl, they
have faults going all through the town. So, they make
ni ce parks along the fault zones. What do they do in
Houston? There's a major creeping fault going through

west Houston. Called the Long Point Fault. They
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flattened the area and then put roads all over it and
housi ng devel opnent and they're all getting torn apart.

| mean, okay. So, what are you going to do?
You're going to take a beautiful green belt area between
Lake Worthington and Brazos Bend State Park and you're
going to build a hurricane evacuation route through a
floodplain. Does this make sense? | don't think so.

Keep away fromthe park. Keep away fromthe
floodplain. Keep away fromthe green belt between Lake
Wort hi ngton and Brazos Bend State Park. And don't destroy
our dark skies. | like being a nerd.

Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Dave Jackson and then Anthony
Nocel | a.

MR. DAVE JACKSON: Pass.

MR. COOPER: Dave Jackson passes. Anthony
Nocel | a.

MR, ANTHONY NOCELLA: Right here.

Hello. M nane is Anthony Nocella, a
resi dent of Katy area right outside of Houston, west of
Houston. Wy does it affect me? |1'ma representative of
Earth First Texas, president of the Houston Animal Rights
Team al so a nmenber of the University of St. Thonas
Environnental Club. And if possible finding out on

this -- | just got back fromDC just find outing -- find
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outing about this in a short notice. Rice University

Envi ronnmental C ub would be here as well; but I'm
representing a lot of individuals, including the ones on
the wall that are holding that banner for an hour already.
And they're not getting paid, unlike sone other

i ndividuals here. | would just like to point out a few
facts on why we're here.

Sir, M. JimDarden, he disrespected us
today just because we look different. |Is that really nice
because we're in black? ©Ch, this sounds -- should we get
three fist votes as well? So, anyway, on that issue, |'l

go on to the next issue.

Is this really a beautiful highway? 1 don't
have to re-utter -- restate what the other
environnental i sts have been saying, Sierra Cub, Natura

Forest Protection Agency, Alliance. And | can go on wth

the list of individuals nationwi de that do focus and are

going to start focusing on this issue. |It's not a |loca
i ssue anynore.

This is state and this is a statew de issue
and so many environmentalists are going to be getting

involved in this issue. If you plan to start, even
t hi nki ng about getting this road built or even making a
plan, nmore than these little maps right here that say,

"Ch, yes. There are no problens. W're not hurting the
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bal d eagle. You know why? We'll just sweep the bald

eagl e under the mat," just |like George Bush shot the
endanger ed dove.

He said, "Woops, | didn't know " Well
whoops, he shouldn't be in that area if he doesn't know.
kay?

Anot her statenent | would |like to say about
Earth First. Qur issue is that if you would like to go
beyond the plan with the Grand Parkway, which is just
ridiculous in a floodplain -- come on, this is ridicul ous.
Just think about it for about a second -- anyway, if you
t hi nk about it, there's gonna be a major ruckus, if you
would Iike to say, conpared to the Redwoods agai nst
Charles Hurwitz. And if you like that, hey, go for it.

We are going to be knocking on the doors of
representatives of beautiful Tom DeLay and we'll be
knocki ng on the doors of other representatives. |If you
want that, that's fine. W're Earth First and we're not
goi ng anywhere.

MR, COOPER: Patrick Kelly and then Rita
Rut h.

MR PATRICK KELLY: Hi. Nane is Patrick
Kelly. 1'mthe pastor of River Pointe Comunity Church
and on behal f of the 1200 menmbers of our church we'd |ike

to just read a letter of support for the Grand Parkway but
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our opposition to Section Bl

It states, 1'd like to voice ny strong
obj ections to the proposed routing of the Grand Parkway
known as Section Bl of Segnent C. The route Bl would be
| onger, much nore expensive to build than route Al. Route
Bl woul d al so create a very awkward hi ghway design with
potential safety and traffic flow problens.

The 1200 nenbers of River Point have pl ans
to construct a church facility within the pathway of the
proposed route Bl in the near future which would precede
the construction of the G and Parkway. W have over 400
letters here of support for the Al routing of the G and
Par kway and in opposition to the Bl routing.

Thank you.

MR, COOPER: Thank you.

Rita Ruth and then David Matocha.

M5. RITA RUTH: Okay. |I'mRta Ruth, the
Peopl e's Action Coalition and |I'm from Channel view. And
you may wonder what |'m doing here. W all have one thing
in conmon, bad traffic jams. Well, fol ks, what have we
done and what are we doing? W have al ready damaged our
pl anet al nmost to beyond repair. W are alnmpst to the
point of no return, but it is up to us to nake the right
choices. Instead of building nore freeways, we shoul d

build nore parks, nurture our -- it's ny witing. | can't
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read it -- nurture our wetlands and our coasta
shorelines, protect our flora and fauna at all costs.

Do we have a sane solution? Corpus di em
seize the day. This is an issue of environnental inpact

of whose idea has cone a long, long tine ago.

Al right. This is -- | read this before
the mayor in Stafford [ast week. | have been | obbying
for arail systemfor the greater Houston area and

counties for many years. So, | want to thank the first --
the Fort Bend nmayors for wanting a neeting with Tom DelLay
on this issue. It was only a start but it neans that
there is hope for the only sane solution to a desperately
bad situation on our freeways of traffic jams, deadly
accidents, flammble and toxic spills fromthe big rigs.
If I had nmy druthers, | would have opted for subway L's on
a nonorail system But we can settle for a conmuter
system

Bui | di ng nore freeways neans cutting down
nore of our precious trees that are not only beautiful but
necessary to our very breath. That neans pouring nore
concrete, causing nmore flooding and we | ose our tax base
for those who don't give a dam, they only think about
their wallets. GCkay? That includes you, too.

Sone fanilies have two and three vehicles

depl eting nore of our resources. The pollution that is
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killing us and our insurance rates are too high. What
with so nany people conming in fromother countries, states
for jobs and with too nany children being born, there can
never, never be enough freeways. Wat are you gonna do,
buil d another freeway? | don't think so.

W seemto have plenty of noney for
stadiuns. So, | know we'll find money for a rail. | am
pushing a rail system M son says, "Mther, you're
pushing -- the pusher of the neighborhood. What are you
pushi ng today?" |'m pushing the rail system

And don't forget how expensive it is to keep
on repairing these freeways. And they are very dangerous
when it rains. So, the jackals responsible for raising
the speed limt to 70 nmiles should be put in asylumfor
the crimnally insane. Wien | drive into the hospita
district on Fannin, | have to | eave two hours early
because | have to go around and round trying to find a
parking place and it costs 5 to $10 to park

| would love to junp on to the nearest rai
to visit our friends in Stafford, go before the city
council or conm ssioners in Houston and otherw se, and to
Gal veston for Mardi Gras, the beach or the gam ng ships
that are coming in very soon

MR, COOPER: Ti ne.

MS. RUTH. | have -- tine? Shane on you.
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|'ve got a lot nore to say.

kay. Thank you. I'Il submit. [I'l
submit.
MR COOPER  David Matocha and then John
Fi schner.
VMR DAVID MATOCHA: Hi. |'m David Matocha.
I was born here in Fort Bend County, |ived here nmpost of nmny

life and kind of like to keep living here for the rest of
it. I'mpretty concerned about the inpact the Segnent C
is going to have on the quality of life for ny famly, ny
friends and the fell ow residents of Fort Bend County.
Basically, fromwhere | stand, | don't see any positive
i npacts fromthis Grand Parkway; and | do see quite a few
negative inpacts. But for brevity I'monly going to
mention two.

First, Houston, Texas is recently garnered
t he dubi ous honor and distinction of having the nost
polluted air in the United States. | don't want to see
the Grand Parkway driving that polluted air at higher
pol lution | evels and ozone warni ngs down into the heart of
Fort Bend County. Second, | have a 7-year-old daughter --
that's what you call a vested interest -- living with nme
in Richnrond. Several tines a nonth we drive or ride our
bi cycl es or one way or another we get out to the Brazos

Bend State Park. W viewthe wildlife, ride bicycles,
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wat ch birds, gaze at the stars. Gand Parkway, and
especially Option B, would severely hanper our ability to
enjoy the park, contribute to a light-polluted sky. And
woul d really like for my daughter to grow up know ng the
wonder of view ng the night sky, seeing thousands or tens
of thousands of stars and knowing that the MIky Way is
sonmet hing far nore beautiful than a dull gray sky.

Pl ease keep the Grand Parkway far away from
nmy famly and fromthe best state park around. Thank you
very much.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. John Fischner and
t hen Frank Jungman.

MS. RUTH. | forgot to tell you we don't
want any mnimalizing of inpact. W want no inpact of any
ki nd.

MR, JOHN FI SCHNER  Ckay. My name is John
Fi schner and | was born in Houston in 1950. And that was
back when you still could see the stars in Houston and
we've lived out on FFM 762, 4 mles, roughly, north of
Brazos Bend State Park for the last 22 years. During that
time we watched Brazos Bend State Park be built. During
that time we watched the Iight pollution and air pollution
i ncrease just fromthe constructi on of Brazos Bend State
Park nmuch | ess what's going -- what is inmpending.

I'"d like to reserve ny following conments

St ephani e McCl ure Reporting Services
281-482- 3562



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

75

directly to the map that was handed out this evening and
won't address the Alternatives 3, 4, 7 and 8 because
they' ve al ready been very adequately addressed. Those are
t he ones that have the southerly routes to Brazos Bend
State Park
However, there's something that no one has
particularly brought to anyone's attention and that is the
non- endanger ed speci es. The npbst -- one of the nost
conmon and beautiful species out there is the deer. They
are also potentially the npst dangerous. Section A6,
whi ch shows on your map on Alternatives 1, 2 and 5, falls
between Smithers Lake and Brazos Bend State Park and al
t hose other waterways. The only way for that to have a
conpl etely non-environnmental inpact is to build the entire
structure as an elevated bridge all the way from 288 to 59
just like the entrance into Louisiana over the swanpl ands.
That's not practical. The photographs we
| ooked at weren't going to show it and we can expect it to
be a bizillion-lane highway or whatever. The long and the
short of it is is that the deer, which nunmber in the
t housands, do not stay within the confines of Brazos Bend
State Park. They migrate back and forth several tines a
year from Snithers Lake and back into the safety of Brazos
Bend State Park. And at 5,000 cars a day, Section A6 is

never going to be safe. [It's not going to be a safe place
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for anyone to drive.

Anyone who drives across the Interstate 10
south of Kerrville -- north of Kerrville on your way into
the arid desert areas of Texas knows what it's |like to see
a deer killed every nile. Now, you see a deer killed on a
rain-slick highway with the kind of weather conditions we
have in this part of Texas, you're going to see people
killed along with it or you're going to see people killed
instead of it.

This is not a good idea for a whole |ot of
reasons. |It's not a good idea because of the floodpl ains.
It's not a good idea because there is no way this can keep
frominter -- interfering with Big Creek bridge -- with
Big Creek and that fl oodplain.

MR COOPER: Ti ne.

MR, FISCHNER: Don't build it.

MR. COOPER: Thank you.

Frank Jungman and t hen Thane DePuey.

MR, FRANK JUNGVAN: My name is Frank
Jungman. My grandfather bought property in Fort Bend
County, oh, about 15 years before | was born and 1'm 71
years of age. |'ve been coning down here over 60 years.
I've been investing in the county and have been
apprai si ng, brokering and anal yzing the county for well

over 40 years.
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| have -- don't believe that the -- that the
project is econonmically feasible as it stands to build it.
But if it is built, |I address nyself along with the church
because on the northerly segnent north of 762, as did the
church nan, who asked that you not build it on Segnents
B1, Cl, C2 and C3 of -- of the overall study.

First of all, US. 59 is to becone I-69.
You have not taken that into account. They al ready have
said they nmust wi den the right-of-way of U S 59. So, if
you build it along the north Iine of U S. 59, when |-69 is
built, you must cone down south of that. You nust
coordi nate these particul ar undertakings so that you take
into account the fact that they -- just as sonmebody was
saying that there is another project in the area that wll
be invol ved.

Bl, Cl, C2 and C3, as the minister said,
appear to be longer than the westerly route -- excuse
nme -- route -- longer than the easterly route and this
requires nore right-of-way, nore right-of-way costs and a
great deal nore construction costs. You're building on an
area of 4 or $5 million a mle. You probably extend it
about 4 mles. Cost you about $20 million nore.

The environnental inpact should include
soci ol ogi cal -- socioeconomic factors, as some of the

peopl e have pointed out. This neans the inpact on hunmans
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in the area now and humans who nmay be here later on. This
was an inportant part that | got -- point that | got to --
under consideration in the Harris County Flood Contro

Task Force, of which | was once a nenber.

Del ayed devel opnent in the westerly course
has been intentional and you -- your vacillation by the
Grand Parkway Association, as you know, in the past cost
the Texas Departnment of Transportation millions of dollars
in rights-of-way and danages in subsequent |awsuits and
you're about to do that again to the detrinent of all the
taxpayers in the state of Texas, not just those pronpting.

Lastly, the major thoroughfare plans have
al ways called for an extension of Benton Road into the
WIlliam Wre interchange. There have been measures taken
in that direction to extend the Benton Road into WIliam
Wre interchange -- | will be through in about ten
seconds.

MR COOPER  Ti ne.

MR, JUNGMAN: -- and that the -- you woul d
undertake to deny this -- these easenents are owned in
conmon by the people who front that road and you woul d be
t aki ng sonething fromthem and they would be entitled to
damages.

Thank you.

MR, COOPER: Thane DePuey and Ben Wbhl ford.
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Thane DePuey?

Ben Wbhl ford and then Jewel Lovel.

MR, BEN WOHLFORD: My name is Ben Whl ford
and |I'ma concerned citizen. | have three points in ny
oral comments I'd like to make. The third one, of course,
is the nost inportant. The first one's concerning the
nost southern route of F.M 1462 and |1'd like to discuss
t hat because of policies and procedures. The G and
Par kway Association took the liberty to elimnate
F.M 1462 as a proposed alternative before the public had
any chance to respond. | just want to know if that's
agai nst public policies and procedures.

The three points nade to elinmnate F.M 1462
were the dark skies, historical plantations and that there
were conmmercial and residential sites. Well, the road
really doesn't affect the dark skies. It's the
resi dential devel opment. The historical plantations are
not historic sites. So, they shouldn't be considered as
such and if you -- if you've ever really personally driven
down F.M 1462 there are hardly any comrercial and
residential sites on that road anyway. |'d welcone a
witten response that justifies these actions.

My second point is -- concerns Texas Parks &
Wldlife' s recormendation to the Proposition D, | do

believe, which uses F.M 2759 and that's -- that would be
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like a nost northerly route which uses the Burlington
Railroad. | think this would be the nost reasonabl e
alternative if one has to be built because it uses

existing right-of-ways. It nminimal -- it has m nimal

envi ronnental inpact because there's no separation between

t he woodl ands and prairies from Snmithers Lake to the Lake

Wort hi ngton area and, finally, to the Brazos Bend State

Park. | welcome this alternative to be added.

My third point and nost inmportant point is
the sinplest solution of all -- | have a real sinple
solution and it has the nost mnimal environmental inpact

and that would be not to have a Segnent C.

Earth First.

MR. COOPER: Thank you. Jewel Lovel.

MS. JEVWEL LOVEL: M nane is Jewel Lovel.
was born and raised and currently live in Fort Bend
County. | heard tonight that one of the reasons for
buil ding the Grand Parkway is to increase residential and
conmer ci al devel opment. This increase in devel opnent in
Segnent Cis in direct conflict with the [ong-term

viability of Brazos Bend State Park and the George

onservatory and fromwhat | heard tonight is not supported

by the residents of the area.

The Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent

does not adequately address inpacts this freeway will have
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on Brazos Bend State Park. To say there will be no
i mpacts is sinply not true. It does not accurately
address the hardwood forests that exist along all the
southern Options H, J, T or Option B. The Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent does not adequately address
the increase in area flooding that will result from
building this freeway. It does not address subsidence
i ssues. There are a nunber of concerns that are just not
addressed adequately.

I will close by saying that once this
freeway's built and these issues becone comonpl ace
probl ems then Fort Bend County will be left to deal with
t hese problens w thout financial assistance fromthe G and
Par kway Associ ation, from TxDOT or from federal highways.

I amnot in favor of building the G and
Par kway and especially in it being | ocated near Brazos
Bend State Park. Thank you.

MR, COOPER: Thank you.

Vanessa Cowart then Rebecca Junker.

MS. VANESSA COMRT: A gentleman actually
touched on ny conment.

MR. COOPER: Ckay. Rebecca Junker.

MS. REBECCA JUNKER: Thank you.

My mai den name is Beard. M siblings and I,

ny aunts and uncles, ny first cousins, ny second cousins,
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nmy third cousins, own nost of the I and on the west side of
Sawrmi || Road to -- contiguous to the state park. This

I and was part of the original Spanish |land grant given to
nmy great-great-grandfather which he settled Texas as part
of Austin's original 300. This is the area where Texas
began.

Qur ranch, the Beard Ranch, with all of ny
cousins, has been in continuous agricultural production
since 1832. W have been addi ng nei ghbors for the | ast
168 years. These nei ghbors, particularly the park, has
been a fantastic neighbor. The wildlife are obviously
wonder ful nei ghbors and even all these new fol ks, these

new human beings in this group, are wonderful neighbors.

However, | do not believe that a freeway
wi || make a wonderful neighbor. | have listened to
everything they said. | cannot add anynore to it, but |

urge you not to build a freeway through sone of the nost
beautiful land in the state of Texas.

MR. COOPER: Thank you.

Are there any ot her people who would like to
present conments at this tinme?

If there's no one else that would like to
present comments, | would Iike to thank each of you for
your comments tonight. Your coments will be included in

the mnutes of this nmeeting and will be a part of the
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of ficial record of the conpleted EI S.

Again, if you would like to present comments
inwiting, you may do so by conpleting a witten conment
form We have the forns back at the back table or you may
mail themto us by July 13th, 2000. If you want to nai
your comments, the address is available at the
registration table or on the fornmns.

We antici pate holding a public workshop for

this to announce a selection for the preferred

alternative. Newsletters will be namiled out prior to the
wor kshop to informyou -- to informindividuals of the --
of the exact tinme and | ocation of the workshop. |If you

are not on the nmailing Iist and would |ike to be included
on it, please make sure that you were signed in at this
neeting. All individuals that have signed in at this
nmeeting will be added to the mailing list.

Agai n, thank you for your attendance and
i nput. Be careful driving home tonight. Thank you and

good ni ght .

St ephani e McCl ure Reporting Services
281-482- 3562



84

1 STATE OF TEXAS

2

3 I, Stephanie J. McClure, a Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby certify
5 that the above and foregoing contains a true and correct

6 transcription of all portions of the above-referenced

7 public hearing to be included in the transcript of said

8 hearing, and were reported by ne.

9 G ven under ny hand and seal of office on the

10 20t h day of June, 2000.

11

12
St ephanie J. McClure, CSR, RPR

13 CSR No. 3483; Expiration: 12-31-99
2019 South M ssion Circle

14 Fri endswood, Texas 77546

15

16

17 My Notary Conmi ssion expires February 13, 2001.
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

St ephani e McCl ure Reporting Services
281-482- 3562



